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v i^t: T 0 .S.,, involved in killing 

— Palestiman leader Yasser Arafat was quoted 
Wednesday as saying he had evidence the United States was involved in 
the mnrtfcrof Es tmKtaiy aide last month. “The United States did not 
°™y give i^elitw eF&ga light for the aeration but was involved in it and 
toye evwenctf. Se said in an interview with Al Ittihad newspaper and 
the ogypbroj nagfran e A1 Mnsawar. KhaiH Al Wiazir {Aba Jihad) was 
W "ha. "Hines borne April 16. Tunisia and other Arab states 
- Waniea Israel for the wtad^Ttuus said an Israeli Boeing 707 overflying 
the Area famunl ihMljnnwnimi eafinnf during, the raid >nf| the assassins 
■esc^iai By-Ssa.' Arafat did nor. elaborate -on die evidence against the 
. '^ tateSi ' *hfcfa has- denied any hnolVHiat He said a warship 
brought tb&asrassaiatkm ream to Tunis and added; “I wonder whether 
foe Boeing and tin warship could havestayed to (he area for three hours 
without .approval by the U-S . fleet,” He said two fighters escorted the 
Boaqg bar he did. not identify them. "We have learned there was a 
traBra iy fo rce aboard the warship and two jetfightets ready to intervene 
akxig with others at die right tune,” be said without elaboration. 
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WHO condemns Israel 

GENEVA (R) — The World Health Organisation (WHO) expressed 
deep concern Wednesday az the deterioration of health conditions in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. The annual assembly of the 166-state U.N. 
agency in a resolution expressed "profound concern and disquiet at 
practices and measures resorted to by Israel in the occupied Arab 
territories at present." The vote was 69 for and 23 against, with the rest 
either absent or abstaining. Israel and the United States voted against. 
Asserting that Palestinians have the right to their own health institutions, 
the resolution said dissatisfaction with health facilities was among the 
factors behind the Gvc -month -old Palestinian uprising. The resolution, 
condemning Israel for ‘‘inhuman practices," called on it to allow medical 
and relief supplies to pass freely to those under occupation and to allow 
any local and international groups to develop health care in the territories. 
It also said: “The practice of repression and violence against the civilian 
population as well as acts or deportation and expulsion have serious 
repercussions on die health and psycho-social conditions of the people 
under occupation." 
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Holidays announced 

.AMMAN (Petra) — ■ AIT govern- 
ment departments and public in- 
stitutions will be closed .from 
"Monday to Thursday both da; 
inclusive on - the., occasion of iC 


Al Fitr feast which marks the end 
of the Holy Month of Ramadan, 
' .according to an official communi- 
que issued by the Prime Ministry 
Wednesday. 

Arab onions form 
fond to back uprising 

CAIRO (Petra) — Arab labour 
unions ended a conference here 
Wednesday with a decision to set 
up a fund for supporting the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories. The fond, to be 
based in Cairo, will be fizianced 
by Arab organisations and dona- 
tions. Participants representing 
10 Arab states, Jordan included, 
also declared May 15 as a “day 
for Arab Laboureis’ Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People" and 
Dec. 28 as a World Day for 
Solidarity with - the Palestinian 
Labourer.” - 

Ibrahimi in Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Algerian 
Foreign Minister Ahmad Taleb 
Ib rahim i arrived Wednesday car- 
rying a letter inviting President 
Hafez A1 Assad to attend the 
extraordinary Arab summit doe 
to be held in Algers. Ibrahimi 
arrived from Iraq, where he con- 
veyed a similar invitation to Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein. 

Iraq reports attack 

BAGHDAD (R) “ kaq said its 
aircraft "attadeed and bit a ship 
near, die coast of Jran. in .dm 
iMrthem-Gutf —Wednesday : A 
military spokesman said .the 
planes scored “ah. accurate and 
effective Mt” on a ‘large naval 
target -— Baghdad's term for .an 
ail tanker or merchant ship: 'On 
Sunday, Iraq said its jets -hit two 
naval targets at Ban's Lavan is- 
land terminal in the central Gulf. 

Hoss assails U.S. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon 
Wednesday criticised the United 
States for its veto of a U.N. 
Security Council resolution con- 
demning Israel's recent incursion 
into southern Lebanon. “Despite 
the American veto, we believe 
that we have won by enjoying die 
world's support," acting Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss said in a 
statement 

Uno to visit Israel. 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Japanese 
Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno will 
visit Israel next month, the high- 
est ranking Japanese official ever 
to come to the Zionist state, a 
foreign ministry official said 
Wednesday. 

Aga Khan, named to 
U.N. Afghan post 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Sad- 
ruddin Aga Khan was named 
Wednesday as U.N. coordinator 
for economic and humanitarian 
programmes in Afghanistan. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, whose spokesman 
made the announcement, chose 
the former U.N. high commis- 
sioner for refugees to help imple- 
ment the Afghanistan settlement 
negotiated under U.N. auspices 
and signed last month. 

Robertson quits race 

WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
television evangelist Pat Robert- 
son Wednesday ended his cam- 
paign for the Republican pres- 
idential nomination and threw his 
. support to Vice President George 
Bush. 

Iraqi minister fired 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Health 
Minister Sadeq Hamid Alloush 
was sacked Wednesday after par- 
liament passed a vote of no confi- 
dence in him, Baghdad Televi- 
sion reported. . . 

Rocard announces 
government today 

PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Michel Retard, .desig- 
nated by Socialist President Fran- 
CQK Nfitterrand to implement a 
new centrist strategy, plans to 
announce the makeup of his new 
government Thursday; ■ 


King warns of Israeli 
plan for ‘alternative’ 
Palestinian homeland 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein has warned of an Israeli plan to 
establishing an alternative Palestinian home- 
land in the East Bank and said that Jordan, 
which guards the longest Arab confrontation 
line with Israel, would continue to build up 
its forces to confront any eventuality. 


“We have grave responsibilities 
to defend this country and to 
extend all possible support for the 
Palestinian people," the King 
said. “We are going ahead with 
all our might to build Jordan's 
mtrinsic force," the King said in 
interview with the Kuwaiti Al 
Qabas daily newspaper. 

The King said the Palestinian 
uprising in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, and Gaza would not 
liberate Arab land and needs to 
be coupled with other efforts. 

personally believe that the 
uprising will not liberate land, but 
it may lead to solving the problem 
as quickly as possible," the King 


told Al Qabas. 

“But. if the deterioration con- 
tinues, the results may be a catas- 
trophe for all in the region and 
probably for world peace. It (the 
uprising) must be an incentive to 
ns to work as much as we can ro 
save the people and save the 
land," be said. 

The uprising spurred the Un- 
ited States to launch a new peace 
bid that calls for an international 
conference leading to direct 
Arab-Israeli talks. 

. Tbe King said he did not know 
where the American initiative 
would lead. But be said credibil- 
ity had fallen to “zero” and it was 


up to tbe Americans to restore 
it. 

Palestinian choices 

He said Palestinians had three 
choices on land liberated from 
Israeli occupation: unity with Jor- 
dan, a confederation with two 
parliaments and local govern- 
ments and full independence. 

He told AJ Qabas be was in 
favour of a Jordanian-Paiestinian 
confederation. 

“This is the closest method to 
reality in respect of people’s 
ambitions and desire and the his- 
torical phase we are living in,” 
the King said. 

Bur be said if Palestinians 
chose an independent state: “We 
will bless it and support it with all 
our energy and potential.” 

The King reaffirmed that Jordan 
would not represent the Palestinian 
people ar the called for international 
conference but would be willing to 
form with them a joint Jordanian- 
Pakstinian delegation on equal foot- 
ing with the Palestinians shouldering 

( Con tin aed on page 5) 


Carbomb explodes near Israeli 
embassy in Nicosia; three killed 


NICOSIA- (Agencies)- . — A 
powerful carbomb' intended for 
tbe Israeli embassy in Nicosia 
"killed three people mad injured 19 
Wednesday when it Mew up on a 
busy avenue .in the Cypriot 
capital. 

Police and government officials 
said those killed included the 
driver of the carbomb a four- 
wheel-drive Mitsubishi Pajero, 
and a Cypriot woman in the car 
behind. 

They said nine of the injured 


were in serious condition. 

Tbe car blew up on a bridge 
minutes after police twice asked 
the driver to move it away from 
the Israeli embassy. 

Israeli Ambassador Aharon 
Lopez had earlier said tbe embas- 
sy was a possible target. Author- 
ities said windows were shattered 
in the building bat no one there 
was injured. 

Police said later they had 
arrested a 28-year-old Lebanese 
student, Omar Ahmad Hawillo, 


Peres says accord cover 
peace conference urgent 


MADRID (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres told world 
socialist leaders Wednesday that 
there was an urgent need for a 
Middle East peace conference. 

"No one can guarantee that the 
situation will quietly wait," be 
told a meeting of the Socialist 
International before leaving later 
in the day for Washington to 
discuss a forthcoming visit to the 
Middle East by U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz. 

Peres also told the meeting he 
had discussed prospects for a 
peace conference at two meetings 
with Soviet observers at the 
Socialist International in Madrid. 

“We stressed the urgency of 
the peace process. We told them 
that the calendar of events was 
really crucial,” Peres said. 

Peres said prospects for a con- 
ference were hampered by a 
number of disagreements be- 
tween the United States and the 
Soviet Union and the U.S. pres- 
idential election in November. 
Both Washington and Moscow 
support the principle of a confer? 
ence. 

He said the peace process 
could not wait for a new U.S. 
administration to take over and 
that he had found “openness, but 
not enough" during his talks with 


the Soviet observers Tuesday 
night and Wednesday morning. 

He said the Soviets indicated 
willingness to discuss restoring 
diplomatic relations with Israel, 
severed after tbe 1967 war, once 
an agreement was reached on the 
peace conference. 

Conference sources said there 
had been sharp discussions be- 
hind closed doois as the Socialist 
International's Middle East com- 
mittee, which includes Palesti- 
nians, tried to draft a resolution 
on the situation in the region. 

Former Italian Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi told the meeting 
that Israel could not occupy Arab 
territories with impunity. 

“Sooner or later the rebellion 
comes... detention or execution 
of its chiefs are useless against a 
popular uprising,” he said. 

Craxi said an international con- 
ference was the most appropriate 
forum to discuss peace and prop- 
osed that Israel grant an auton- 
omy to the occupied territories as 
a transition towards a confedera- 
tion between Jordan and a 
Palestinian state. 

He suggested that an agree- 
ment be guaranteed by tbe Euro- 
pean community, under the au- 
spices of tbe United Nations. 


Beirut fighting ebbs but 
militias brace for more 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian- 
backed Sbd'ite Amal militiamen 
and their pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
foes took advantage of a ceasefire 
Wednesday to mass troops and 
reinforce their positions in 
Beirut's southern suburbs. 

" Witnesses quoted by news 
agencies said fighters of Amal and 
Hizbollah (Party of God), dad in 
military fatigues and brandishing 
rocket-launchers and rifles, 
crouched behind sandbars while 
others raised earth barricades. 

Both factions massed rein- 
forcements on the major battle 
fines of Bourj AI Barajneb, 
Ghobeiri, Mreijeh, Haret Hreik 
and Sbayah districts in the dense- 


ly-populated area. 

At least 29 people were killed 
Wednesday and 110 wounded, 
hospitals said, in fighting that 
included night-long barrages of 
tank, artillery, mortar and rocket- 
propelled grenade fire. 

Tbe latest dashes brought the 
casualty toll to 173 dead mid 550 
wounded since fighting for con- 
trol of the Shi’ite suburbs erupted 
Friday. 

The truce, the fourth since 
Friday, called for an immediate 
end to the fighting . and to all 
attacks, counter-attacks and 
mititajy operations by Amal and 
Hizbollah, security and militia 
sources said. 


who owned, the Pajero. 

Cyprus radio said HawilJo had 
fled tiie vehide moments before 
the blast. 

Pieces of flesh and charred, 
twisted metal were scattered over 
a wide area, windows were 
broken up to one kilometre from 
tbe blast, which went off 200 
metres from the Israeli embassy. 

President George Vassiliou vi- 
sited the scene and told reporters: 

“It is tragic that so many inno- 
cent people have had their lives 
cut short for reasons that for sure 
concern foreign matters." 

Police said guards outside the 
Israeli embassy twice prevented 
the Mitsubishi from parking out- 
side the building and on the 
second occasion it sped off to- 
wards central Nicosia. 

U exploded minutes later on 
the bridge over the dried-up 

(Contunied on page 5) 


Shultz, 

Shevardnadze 
open talks 

GENEVA (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze Wednes- 
day reopened talks on a troubled 
arms control treaty. 

Shevardnadze played down the 
differences over the treaty's veri- 
fication provisions, and Shultz 
said be was sure the Soviet Union 
wants to resolve differences that 
led tbe U.S. Senate to postpone 
debate on the pact indefinitely. 

Before meeting with the Soviet 
counterpart, Shultz refused to 
blame the Soviets for differences 
over bow to monitor the destruc- 
tion of U.S. and Soviet in- 
termediate-range nudear mis- 
siles. 

“I am not trying to characterise 
the disagreements,” Shultz told 
reporters on his flight from 
Washington. “Problems have 
arisen, and since no one has ever 
done anything like this before, 
there are problems. We approach 
this in a problem-solving way.” 

As the two ministers met at the 
U.S. mission here, they were 
asked by reporters whether they 
could sort out the problems. 

Sbultz said: “We can only try,” 
later he added: “We’re here to 
solve tbe problem and we intend 
to do it.” 

Shevardnadze told reporters on 
his arrival in Geneva on Tuesday: 
“I’m not quite dear what the 
problems in tbe Senate are. We 
have not been fold yet." 

Sbultz said tbe two sides would 
discuss signing a document or 
documents at the summit that 
would record not only the prog- 
ress made on strategic negotia- 
tions bat also the full spectrum of 
U.S.-Soviet relations. 


Al Hussein pays tribute to Maan, vows 
to pursue objectives of Great Arab Revolt 


MAAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday paid 
tribute to Maan, which served as 
the first stage for the leaders of 
the Great Arab Revolt in their 
drive to liberate Greater Syria 
from colonial rule. 

The King, in remarks be made 
to dignitaries, notables and offi- 
cials of Maan Govemorate who 
attended an iftar he hosted here, 
recalled that Maan was the home 
of the leaders of tbe revolt in 1917 
and the springboard from which 
King Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein 
led the Arab forces towards Syria 
in the battle against foreign 
rulers. 

In fact the nucleus of the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces was formed in 
Maan, from wbere the sons of 
Sharif Hussein Ibn Aii led free- 
dom fighters from different parts 
of the Arab World against occu- 
piers and invaders in a deter- 


mined effort to liberate the 
homeland, the King said. 

Reviewing historical events at 
the beginning of the Great Arab 
Revolt, King Hussein said Maan 
and the southern parts of the 
Kingdom served as the field of 
great battles following the libera- 
tion of Aqaba in 1917. Battles 
raged around Maan and extended 
to Shobak, Tafileh and Wadi 
Mousa and huge numbers of 
Arab people from these regions 
joined the leaders of the Great 
Arab Revolt and their men in the 
fight against the colonial forces, 
the King recalled. 

“From Maan the forces of the 
Great Arab Revolt moved north 
until it reached Aleppo in Syria 
where the Arab kingdom was 
founded under King Faisal Ibn Al 
Hussein. The Arabs fought on 

(Continued on page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein receives dignitaries and notables of Maan 
Govemorate at an iftar he hosted in Maan Wednesday (Petra photo) 


Israel forces closure of Palestinian shops 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
forced Palestinian shops in the 
occupied West Bank to close 
Wednesday, retaliating for two 
days of strikes marking the start 
of the sixth month of the Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Soldiers drove through tbe 
cities and towns of die West Bank 
calling through loudspeakers to 
shopowners not to open until 
noon, residents said. They said 
soldiers told them they most re- 
main dosed until midday for two 
weeks. 

Leaders of the uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have allowed shops to open 
between 9 a.m. and 12 noon. 


while the army has attempted to 
force them closed during those 
hoars. 

Residents in the West Bank 
and Gaza observed general 
strikes Monday and Tuesday to 
note the beginning of tbe sixth 
month of uprising. 

Police arrested six Palestinian 
journalists Tuesday night, Arab 
sources said. Three of those de- 
tained were from the Arabic daily 
Al Fair, one from tiie banned Al 
Awdah magazine, and two were 
freelance journalists, the sources, 
quoted by Reuters, said. 

The arrests bring the number 
of detained Palestinian journal- 
ists close to 30. Six of the nine 
directors of the Arab Journalists 
Association are now in jail. 


In the Gaza Strip, Israel tight- 
ened controls and psychological 
pressure on Palestinians, with a 
massive operation to replace their 
identity cards. 

Using a national computer, 
Israeli officials ordered applicants 
to prove they had paid taxes, 
water and electricity bills and had 
no outstanding criminal cases 
against them before dispensing 
new cards, witnesses said. 

Others were told to report for 
interrogation by tbe Shin Bet 
secret police, they said. 

In Nablus, 47 Palestinians were 
charged with the death of a 
Palestinian who was lynched by 
fellow villagers in Khabatiyeh 
Feb. 24. 

The Palestinian, suspected of 


collaborating with Israeli secur- 
ity, shot dead a four-year-old boy 
and wounded 14 others when 
villagers attacked his house. 

They tried to burn the house, 
and after beating the man, draged 
him to the street and hanged him. 

Most of those charged pleaded 
innocent, Israel Radio said. The 
radio said 48 more will be 
charged Wednesday in the inci- 
dent. 

Palestinian sources reported 
clashes between protestors and 
soldiers in the Nablus casbah and 
said several Palestinians at (he 
Jabalya refugee camp were 
wounded by rubber bullets during 
a demonstration. 

(Continued on page 5) 





Arab Bank Ltd 




To our clients 

Our branches have been equipped with an automated system on line with the 
computer. Now you can receive any incoming cash transfers in your favour at 
any of our branches listed below, at your convenience. 

You can also refer to any of those branches for enquiries about transfers in 
your favour. The rest of our branches will continue cashing transfers as 

usual. 
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Branch 

Telephone No. 

P.O. Box 




Amman 


King Faisal Street 

638761-9 

68-8 

Jabal Luweibdeh 

638673 

9105 

Jabal Amman 

629479/629835 

2711 

Marka 

891008-9 

15450 

Abdali 

627271-2 

926607 

Fifth Circle 

822901-3 

141107 

Suweileh 

841626-7 

175 

Mahatta 

651375-7 

6904 

WahcJat 

782123/771122-3 

16067 

Jabal Al-Hussein 

614247/640237 

8348 

Shmeisani 

660115 

950546 

Zerka 

983381-2 

145 

Wadi Seer 

810312/810311 

140025 
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Jordan's treasures adorn Austrian castle 


On May 5, Her Majesty Queen Noor opened an 
exhibition of Jor dani an archaeological treasures in 
Austria. Nermeen Murad, who travelled with the 
Queen, filed the following report: 


VIENNA — To Jordanians, Jor- 
dan is a home where dreams are 
built and realised. To Arabs, 
Jordan is part of a common 
national identity shared by as 
many as 22 countries; but to most 
of the Western world, Jordan is a 
cultural symbol that has yet to be 
discovered. 

The French, the Germans and 
now the Austrians are the first 
three of several host peoples 
whom the Ministry of Tourism, 
with full support from Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor A1 Hussein, has 
approached with something more 
realistic than plans for a future or 
pictures of a present. The three 
countries were given insights into 
Jordan’s rich past and heritage, 
stretched over 9,000 years up to 
the contemporary Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. 


shaped modem Jordan. Such a 
richness of culture makes Jordan 
an attraction to those who want 
to learn more about distant coun- 
tries and, in some cases, more 
about themselves. 

“The King’s Way — 9,000 
years of Art and Culture in Jor- 
dan,” is the title of an archaeolo- 
gical exhibition which toured 
three countries over the past two 
years, with the aim of introducing 
Jordan to the world as it really 
is... the end product of cumula- 
tive historical and human forces 
which have united to form a 
modern Jordanian cultural 
identity. 

The setting chosen to introduce 
this rich histoiy, the Schallabuig 
Castle in the province of Lower 
Austria, is one of the most 
beautiful renaissance castles in 
Austria. This Western historical 


cultures meet in peace to pay 
homage to each other. 

That moment was officially 
registered when Her Majesty 
Queen Noor inaugurated the ex- 
hibition at the Schahaburg Cas- 
tle, in the remarks which outlined 
and stressed the important histor- 
ical messages transmitted from 
one generation to another in 
Jordan. 

At the opening ceremony, the 
Governor of Lower Austria Mag. 
Siegfried Ludwig, the President 
of the Diet of Lower Austria 
Franz Romeder and Dr. Ferdi- 
nand Deringer, a professor of 
archaeology spoke of the growing 
cultural exchange between Jor- 
dan and Austria, stressing the 
important archaeological monu- 
ments presented at the exhibition 
and the significance of Her 
Majesty's inauguration. 

Several interviews conducted 
by the Jordan Times with Au- 
strians and Jordanians indicate 
pride by the two nations in Her 
Majesty’s active support for simi- 
lar exhibitions, and in the Minis- 


years, asked the Jordan Times to 
deliver a message of appreciation 
to all' those who have worked 
towards clarifying tbe different 
facets of Jordanian culture. The 
doctor said that he brought many 
of his Austrian friends to the 
exhibition, because “I want them 
to see the culture that has given 
me my identity.” He added that 
“the exhibition is wonderful, and 
now my pride in being Jordanian 
has been justified to my friends, 
who were all impressed.” 

His wife, an Austrian, smiled 
and chatted happily of memories 
from Jordan, which she told the 
Jordan Times she had never been 
able to explain fully to her friends 
before. She said that their daugh- 
ter is currently in Jordan studying 
Arabic at the University of Jor- 
dan, and now that she has seen 
more of Jordan, she hopes that 
her daughter would settle there 
and enjoy what the country has to 
offer. 

An Austrian journalist, who 
toured Jordan a few weeks ago 


can see in their own ways the 
wonders which axe housed m 
Jordan. 

An elderly lady shyly 
approached Jordanian journal- 
ists, and in broken English asked 
if they were from Jordan.. Upon 
receiving an affirmative, answer, * 
she started shaking her head in. 
happiness, and telling stories. of 
“beautiful Petra,” and “oh, 
Jerash." 

Eventually, -we understood that 
she had been on a guided tour in 
Jordan two years ago and bad 
travelled that morning from 
Vienna with her little camera to 
take pictures of the Queen, and, 
for a few moments, to be with 
people from a country she had 
visited and loved. 

Khaiid Shoman, deputy chair- 
man of the Arab Bank, was visit- 
ing the exhibition and told the 
Jordan Times about the signifi- 
cance he saw in bolding tins type 
of exhibition in Austria. Shoman 
said that since the Austrian peo- 
ple are conscious of their own 
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and reported impressions in An- rich cultural heritage and history, BcrMsfraty Queen Noor with Austrian and Jorda- Castle in 


late Stone Age, over 9.000 years 
ago, to the Islamic era, dearly 
indicate the forces which have 
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i enow blend and create a mo- A Jordanian doctor, who has “my article was perfect, now any- Mding sneb eateMtitro about 

ment in history when the two been bring in Austria for many one who doubted my enthusiasm Jordan, “shows the worid the 
J uniqueness of Jordan; apart from 

being an integral part of die Arab 
world, it is a country with a rich, 
history of its own.'* 

Shoman said that this realisa- 
tion by the Austrians would help 
erase the common belief, held by 
many Westerners, of “backward 
and underdeveloped Arabs.” 
Two young Austrian students 
who were working at the exhibi- 
tion as tour guides told the Jor- 
dan Times that the main reason 
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strians around die exhibition was 
the deep history behind the coun- 
try, and their dream that they 
would “one day save enough 
money to travel to Jordan.” 

Nasri Attallah, Director 
General of the Ministry of Tour- 
ism, discussed with the Jordan 
times how an archaeological ex- 
hibition, under the patronage of 
die Queen, can help promote 
Jordan to the world touristicaUy. 

He said, “we were aware that 
in order to sell, you have to have 
a product, and. we did.” He ex- 


important features of Jordan was 
“the culture, heritage and nra 
history extending over thousands 
of years. 

Atallab added that “portraying 
the Jordanian heritage to the 
world, is the most dignified and 
practical way for the Queen of 
Jordan to help the country touris- 
tically. 

The Queen's patronage of this 
endeavour has given it an added 
element which has so far served 
to strengthen ties with the people 
of three different countries. The 


efforts of the MimstrydfTo ezxsai 
and the Department of *Aa£p 
quities are starting to bnpg.rc-. 
salts as more and more Wester- 
ners are realising tire athlaefions" 
that a small country in size, can 
offer in substance. 

The road has been pavpd for 
Jordan to Teach out and touch the 
mmik and the hearts of the world 
around it through such exhibi- 
tions, and the doors of. - Jordan . 
now have a large sign an them, 
Jordan has extended the hand of 
friendship, to yon, come visit. Jor- 
dan and enjoy our- hospitality. 


i zgy III 




A Nabataean sculpture (1st Century BC/lst Century AD) from Petra, showing the dear influence of Grt^o-Romaii ideas on Nabataean Arab art. An Umayyad era brazier excavated at Feddn ■ (Mafraq)- 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tat 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

14.H0 Koran 

14:20 Programme Review 

14J5 Cartoons 

15:00 Religious series 

15 JO Thousand and One Nights 

16*0 Araicplay 

1&45 Cooking programme 

17;05 Religious series 

17:35 Health and Fasting 

17:45 Arabic comedy 

I8J5 Ramadan contest 

19*0 Religious programme 

10:30 Varieties programme 

20:00 News in Arabic 

2 0J0 Arabic series 

21:30 Puzzles from all over the world 

21:45 Historical series 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Arabic play 

02:40 Religious programme 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18*0 Rue Carnot 

18J0 Lc Monde magjque de chan I a! 

Goya 

19*0 News in French 

19:15 Le Monde Scion Georges 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

20*0 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Charge Chaplin 

21:10 Wish Me Luck 

2240 News in English 

22*0 Feature Rim: ‘This is Kate 

Bennett" 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 

Tel: 7741 11-19 

07:00 Light Music 

07:3© Newsdesk 

08:00 Morning Show 

10:01 News Summary 

IMS Morning Show Conld. 

11=0® Country Music 

11:30 HhsviDe: The story of Motown 

12.-00 News Summary 

12*5 Now Music 

13:00 News Summary 

13:05 Pop Session 

14*0 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

14 JO Hal) of Fame 

15:10 Concert Hour 

1(M News Summary 

16*5 Instrumentals 

lfc30 Old Favourites 

17:01 HhsviDe: The story or Motown 

17 JO Good Vibrations 

KM News Summary 


FOR FRIDAY 

JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

HM® Koran 

19=28 Programme Review 

L0J6 Children programmes 

L&0 0 Religious programme 

12J0 Friday's prayer 

1&20 Religious programme 

I4c20 Religious seminar 

ISM Arabic stories 

20:15 Arabic play 

17:10 Cooking programme 

17:50 Health and Fasting (Arabic) 

18.-00 Arabic comedy 

1&50 Religious programmes 

19*0 Programme review 

20*0 New* in Arabic 

2&30 A programme on the West Bank 
21:29 Arabic series 


18*5 Our Mutual Friend 

18:30 Muric 

19*0 Newsdesk 

19-J6 Date with a Star 

20*0 Evening Show 

21M News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Could. 

21:55 News Summary 

22.-80 Evening Show Conld. 

23:00 NewsSummary 

2345 Evening Show Conld. 

2347 News Headlines 

2440 Clare Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720, 1323 KHz 

0740 Newsdesk 07:30 Class i ca l Record 
Review 07:45 Reflections 07:50 Fman- 
dal News KM World News 08*9 24 
Houra: News Summary O8J0 Peebles' 
Choice 08*5 The Worid Today 09*0 
Newsdesk 09-JO Irving Berfln and 
Friends 09*0 The Fanning Worid 
10*0 World News 10*9 24 Hours: 
News Summary 10J0 Andy Kershaw’s 
World of Musk 10:45 Neiwort UK 
11*0 World News 11*9 Reflections 
11:15 Country Style 11*0 John Ped 
12*0 Worid News 12*9 British Press 
Review 12:15 The Worid Today 12*0 
Financial News followed by Sports 
Roundup 12:45 Society Today 13*0 
News Summary followed by Assign- 
ment 13*0 King Street Junior 14*0 
Work! News 14*9 News About Britain 
14:15 New Ideas 14*5 A Letter from 
England 14*0 Citizens 15*0 Radio 
Newsreel 15:15 Multiuack 2 15*5 
Sports Round-up 14*0 Worid News 
16*9 24 Hours: News Summary 16*0 
Network UK 16*5 Folk in Britain 
17*0 Outlook, opening with 5-Minute 
News 17*5 Write On... 18*0 Radio 
Newsreel 18:15 The Pleasure's Yours 
19*0 Worid News 19*9 Commentary 
19:15 Assignment 19*5 The Worid 
Today 20*0 Worid News 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 A SW 7200, 9565. 11740, 

11925 and 15210 Hr 

07*0 News 07:10 Newsline 07*0 VOA 
Morning 08*0 News 08:10 Newsline 
08*0 VOA Morning 09*0 News 09:10 
Newsline 09*0 VOA Morning 18*0 
News 18:10 Newsline 18*0 Musk 
USA 19*0 News 19:10 Focus 19*0 
Special English News <& Features 20*0 
News 28:10 Newsline 20*0 Magazine 
Show 21*0 News 1221:10 Focus 21*0 
Special English News A Features 22*0 
News 22:10 Newsline 22*0 Musk 
USA 23*0 News A Editorial 23:15 
Mask USA Jazz 24*0 News 00:10 
Worid Report 


22:00 .... 
22 JO .... 
23*0.... 
23:10 .... 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17 J0 "Au Bwude L’Espoir”(Eb>i) 

19:00 News m Ftendi 

19=15 Shocco (documentary) 

19*5 ... 


20*0... 


2OJ0 ... 


21:|0 ... 


22*0 ... 


22*0... 

Falcon Crest 


Ridnnan, Poonnan 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Plastic Art Festival by 30 Jordanian 
and Arab artists at Tower Budding. 

* Permanent book exhibition, at Tow- 
er BuOdhig, Jabal Amman. 3rd Circle. 

ft School exhibition, at Snkmna Butt 
A1 Hussein School, Jabal Hussein. 

ik Painting exhibition by the Nazareth 
School students at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Festival of Islamic Heritage and 
Books at the Roman Theatre, Am-, 
mao. 

•ft Islamic book exhibition at Abdul 
Rahman Ibn Awf Mosque at Sowefleh. 

ft Arabic Calligraphy exhibition, by 
Abdul Rahim A1 Tawil and Abdullah 
A] S hamaileh , at tbc Islamic Cultural 
Centre, University of Jordan. 

FILMS 


ft “Citizen Kane” (feature film) at 
5.-00 p.m. Thursday at the American 
Centre. 

ft “Don CanriBo d Grovaxri d'oggj” at 
9*0 p.m. Thursday at the Haya Arts 
Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 6 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 66519S 

Hussein Youth aty 667181/6 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“ChUdren’s Heritage and Science 
Mascara," Fun and knowledge for all 


07*0 - Newsdesk 

08*0 Morning Show 

10*0 News Summary 

IMS Morning Show Cbnld. 

11*0 News Summary 

11*5 Listeners' Choice 

12*1 NewsSummary 

12*5 Listeners' Choke 

12*0 Country Music 

13*0 NewsSummary 

13*5 Country Music 

14*0 NewsBdDeiia 

14:10 Jordan Weekly 

14*0 Jordan Weekly 

15*0 In Concert 

16*0 NewsSummary 

16*5 Good Old Days 

16*0 Old Favourites 

17*0 In Concert 

18*0 News Summary 

10*5 Top Twenty 

19*0 Musk 

20*0 Dk cowain gMuric 

20*0 POp Talk 

21*0 Jazz Hour 


ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9*0 
a.m. - 1 pjn. and 3*0 p.m. - 6*0 pjn. 
Closed an Friday. 

FoIUor M wimu i i Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years okL Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash {4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum. Has 
an exceDent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AJ QaTa 
(Citadel HID). Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m.-S.OO p.m. {Fridays rad official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.}. 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery. Contains a 
ooOectkn of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by c o ntemporary Isla mi c 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a coflection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah, Jabal Lnweibdeh. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - 1*0 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Td, 
630128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Masenm): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening boors 9.00 ajn.-4.00 pm 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Liens dab. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hold, 7*0 pm 
Liens PbfladdpMa dob. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7*0 p.m. 

Rotary CM*. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1230 p m- ■ 

Rotary Chib. Meeting every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Rsyal AaUmaMk Clnb. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


22*0 Rhythm and Blues 

23*0 The Musical in Review 

24*0 Owe Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720, 1323 KHz 

87*8 Newsdesk 07*0 Country Style 
C7*5 Reflections 07*0 Financial News 
08*0 Worid News 08*9 24 Homs: 
News Summary 8*0 Education Today 
06*5 The Worid Today 09*0 News- 
desk 09*0 Meridian 10*0 Worid News 
10*9 24 Hours: News Summary 10*0 
Write on... IMS Seven Seas 11*0 
World News 11*9 Reflections 11:15 
JUwtims of the San 11*0 Musk No* 
12*0 Worid News 11*9 British Pirai 
Review 12:15 The Worid Today 12*0 
Financial News fbBowed by Sports 
Roundup 12*5 Cannery Row 13*0 
News Summary followed by Andy Ker- 
shaw's World of Musk 13:15 Seven 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This rufonnariaa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RI) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha Intemauonal 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5, where it 
shook 1 always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

10:15 Aqaba CRJ) 

10*0 Cairo (RJ) 

10*0 Kuwait fRJJ 

10*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

10*0 — Dhahran(RJl 

10*5 Doha, Bahrain 1RH 

11*0 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18*0 New York, Vienna (RJ) 

19*0 Miami, Vienna IRD 

19*0 Athens (RJ) 

19:15 London, Geneva (RJ) 

19*5 Bucharest, Larnaca (RJ) 

28*5 Rome (RJ) 

00*5 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Tofmlnal 2) 

12*0 Baghdad (IA) 

13*5 Cako (MS) 

13c20 Kuwait (TU) 

IMS Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GR 

16*0 RiyadhlSV) 

18*0 ... Amsterdam. Istanbul (KLM) 

19:10 Kuwait (KU) 

19*5 Frankfurt (LH) 

19*5 Cairo (MS) 

20:10 Zurich. Larnaca (SRJ 

20*0 PBris(AFl 

VIM London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES _ 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


Bucharest (RJ) 

Larnaca, Athens (RJ) 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 

Vienna. Miami (RJ) 

Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

ParistRJ) 

Brussels (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RI) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuala Lompnr, Singapore |Rll 


Seas 13*0 Jazz tor the Asking 14*0 
World News 14339 Neva About Britain 
14:15 Talking from,,. 14*0 Meridian 
15*0 Radio Newsred 15:15 Europe's 
Worid 1S*5 Sports Roundup 16*0 
Worid News 16*9 24 Hour: News 
Summary 16*0 John Peel 17*0 Out- 
look; 5-Mhnrte News 17*5 Nature 
Notebook 18*0 Radio Newsred 18:15 
A Confederacy of Dunces — Part I 
19*0 Worid News 19*9 Commentaiy 
19:15 Science in Action 19*5 The 
WotM Today 28*8 Worid News 20*9 
A Letter from Northern Ireland 20:15 
Mode Now 20*5 Sports Roundup 
21*0 Newsdesk 21*8 Moltitrack 3 
22*0 Outlook; opening with Nears 
Summary ’’-JO Stock Market Report 
22*5 Personal View 23*8 Wu.lJ 
News 23*9 24 Hours: News Summary 
23*0 Science in Action 24*0 News 
Summary followed by Network UK 
00:15 Europe's Worid 00*0 Business 
Matters 00:45 Behind the Wall 01*0 
Worid News 01*9 The Worid Today 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tamriml 2) 

06*0 Damascus. Frankfort (LH) 

10*0 Damascus, Piris (AF) 

13*0 Cairo(MS) 

14*8 Baghdad (1 a) 

14:10 Thnis (TU) 

16*0 Bahrain, Doha, Ain Dhabi (GR 

17*0 Riyadh (SV) 

20:15 - Kuwait QOJ) 

20:15 Sana’a QJ1) 

20*0 Cairo (MS) 

21*0 Baghdad (AF) 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Wednesday rates 

Local sefl/buy rales in jg* 

Belgian franc - 96-2/ 

Dutch guilder l ^'J 

French franc S9*l OJA 

Izafiantira Z7» ** 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 271*/ 281* 
Swedish crown S7-* »■$ 

Swiss franc 241.7/ 251* 

i.K.^lingpotmd gL7/ 656-j 

U.S. (foliar 338.W »U.8 

W. German mark 2)1*/ 209* 


PRAYER TIMES 


M*4 Fajr 

05:34 (ShBrite/Dafti 

UJ2 Dhuhr 

16:14 *Asr 

19*0 Magbn* 

21*0 

WEATHER 


Bulletin snppBcd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It would be rather relatively warm 
weather with light and variable winds. 
hanging at times to mutb- westerly 
moderate, la Aqaba, the winds wfll be 
north -westerly moderate and calm 
seas. 

Minimal, tenm. 

Amman «... 15/31 

Aqaba 20/39 

Deserts 14/34 

Jordan Valley - 18 / 36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
mao 30. Aqaba 39- Hurnkfity resting*: 
Amman 18 per cent, Aqaba 16 per 
cent. 


01*5 A Letter from Northern Ireland 
0]*0 Financial News 01*0 Reflections 
01*5 Sports Roundup 02*0 Worid 
News; Omnnciitaiy 02:15 From the 
Weeklies 02*0 Muititrat* 3 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This mfomatioa is applie d by ftayat 
Jordanian (RJ) hdormahon depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha tateauaaaai 
AirpOtl Tel (08) 53200-5. where it 
sboold always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:15 - Abu Dhabi IRJ) 

10*0 Kuwait (RJ) 

!Q*0 Cairo (RJ) 

1«*0 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govermrate 891228 

Amman CSvB Defence 1 96, 1 99 

OvA Defence btrid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quweismefa 770733 

OvA Defence DefrABa 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 
First aid - 630341 

Mood Bank ........................ 778303 

OvA Defence rescue -.661111 

Fire headquarters 622 090-3 

PtoHce rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic po&ce — 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water comptaants 771125/8 
Queen AHalnd. Airport (08)53330/60- 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 81381382 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amu... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Aran... . 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaJhas, J. Amman . 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisam 664171/4 

Shmetsoni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaB 666127/37 

AJ-AhH, AbdaB 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Batidr, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Dr. WafidManf 

Dr. fasam Ha w am deh — 

Dr. A. Late ; 

Dr. Khaled Ma'adtfi 

Fins pharmacy 

Feulowh pl u ti u acy •«.... 

A1 Ascma pfaannacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy — , 
AlSalam pharmacy ....... 

Yaoonb poarmacy 

Shm e isani p harma c y — 


TAXIS: 

TaUtazi ... 

Venice taxi 

Aafour taxi 

Tsow taxi ............. 

Nahda taxi ... 

Holiday taxi 

Saved taxi ..... 

Middle East Imd 


XSB1D: 

Dr. H»m7fh Anatn eii ... 

AlSharaa' pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef AbnSa'ad 

K haTifrh pharmacy ........... 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television — 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

ManstryofToaruan 642311 

Hotel cofantaints 666412 

Price co mpl ai nts .'. 661176 

Telephone Information t2 

Jordan and Middle East cafls 10 

Overseas caSs 17 

Repair s e rvice It 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in Sh per kg. 

Apple (French) 400 / 360 

Apple (green) 450 / 400 

Ante (Lebanese) 300 / 250 

Ramnna 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukamtnar) 300 / 240 

Beans 220/180 

Beans (broad) 120/100 

Cabbage 130/100 

Carrot 150/120 

Cauliflower 220/180 

Cherry (green) — 800 / 600 

Cucumbers ..................... 180 / 140 

Dates (2 kgs) 600 / 500 

Eggplant (urge) ............... 100/ 60 

Eggplant (small) 130/100 

Garik: (green) 160/- 120 

Lemon 280 / 240 


lfc» Cairo (RJ) 

10*0 .... Jeddah (RJ) 

10*5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:10 Larnaca (RJ) 

19*0 - Paris (RJ) 

19*5 London. Fr ankfor t (RJ) 

19:15 — Istanbul (RJ} 

19*5 Bangkok (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS {TermJnnJ 2) 

10*0 Sana'a (LH) 

13*0 Abu Dhain, Doha, Luna (GF) 

14*0 Kuwait (KU) 

15*0 Didni(EK.} 

16*0 . — Jeddah (SV) 

16*5 Cairo (MS) 

17*5 Athens (OA) 

20:15 Betrot(M£) 

21:15 Frankfort (LH) 

01*5 ...London; Cairo (BA). 

MSVUCTURCS - ... 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Twmtnal t) 


Mallow 240/180 

Marrow 160/120 

Oaicnfgreea) 160/100 

Onion (dry) — ... 00/ 60 

Oranges (focal) 260/220 

Panley 80 / 80 

Peaches- 800/600 

Peas . — 140/100 

Pepper (hot) 200/160 

Pepper (sweet) 200/160 

Potato .......... 140/ 100 

Raddish — — / — 

-Strawberry.. 1000/ 800 

Tomatoes... 90/60 

Vtaekaws 400 / 300 

Watermelon 100/70 

Swcetmeted 150/100 


pw Amsterdani, Not York < 

mj 

J*5® • — 1 Uroaca i 

2E? ::::::=::::"rbSsS: 

21*0 Bahrain, Aha DfauUi 

Htl5 Cmroi 

21*0 .. — Dnforf; V«ir«elw 1 

22:15 Damatcnsl 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Twnwftw! g . 

07*5 Amsterdam (KXM) 

0W0 

11*0 . ..Fraakfmt (LH) 

MbJO — — .Doha, Bahrain (GF) 

1*35 ..-. Kuwait 

i5*o jwdahW 

Mfc30 Dnfr«i (PR) 

M Ot Cairo (MS) 

*20 - - -ArinhsraA) 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


' i^fpESESg Tbe British Council has recently started 
■ .^^fiering.a new certificated pnblic examination, the Practical English 

• ^fsHta by the Umversity of Cambridge Local Examination 

- ■ Seven candidates, four women and three men, took the 

• March of thiS' year and ail were successful. Certifi- 
^uCalfs^ere presented to-ihem Wednesday at the British Council. Six 

’ tfe groiip^ prepared for the examination at the British Council 

- ^Teaching Centre; the seventh was an independent candidate. 

AID TQ YWCA: The British government has provided the 
■YWpA- Oanmmn^r. Centre in'Baqa'a Camp with a specialised 
- sewi ng machine -which will enable them to produce various kinds of 
-. i^nxi^Mriu ; j^'9cho<ri$ a hotels -and hospitals which will help to boost 
funds' for charity purposes. Since the beginning of this year the 
--’British government has also donated a haematology machine to the 
^/Palestine Hospital, vocational framing equipment to the Holy Land 
. Institute- for' tbe Deaf as well as equipping a dental surgery for Husn 
^ R'Cfugee Camp.: Spetiaiisedtoys have been given to tbe Jordan Save 
the QuJdrcri Fund and, more recently, to the Ai Ja'faar Association 
for the Mentally Handicapped. 

ASESAS COtlMn TEE: The Damascus-based Arab Society for 
Bcpnbimc, Social and Agricultural Sciences (ASESAS) has formed a 
' committee to operate in Jordan in order to promote cooperation 
j between the society and .Jordanian researchers in economy and 
agriculture. The committee’s chairman Here said that the society 
■ encourages cooperation among Arab researchers at large to help 
promote agricultural extension services and rural development 
. _ through meetings, seminars, conferences and constant consultations 
“and visits. 

KARAK HEALTH TEAM: A national health team has been set up 
in Karak to provide integrated health services and vaccination to 
citizens of Mazar district. The project is organised by the Health 
Ministry’s Primary Health Care Department. 

. ZARQA PRISON DEMOLISHED: Zaiqa Municipality has de- 
molished the old prison building m Zaxqa and is making arrange- 
ments for setting up public gardens and car parts in its place. The 
head of the' municipal council said that the municipality is also 
making studies for installing traffic tights and to remove the 
roundabout which is located at the entrance to the Zarqa Army 
Camp. In addition, he said, the municipality is now building a bus 
terminal near the Zarqa Camp for travellers heading to the southern 
regions of tbe country. 

MAN SENTENCED TO JAIL: The military court has sentenced 
Saadi Hamid AH Said to five years in prison and the payment of JD 
1.500 for trafficking with hashish. Tbe military governor has 
endorsed tbe sentence. 

OLYMPIC GAMES: Jordan will take part in the 24th Olympic 
Games to be held in Seoul in September, according to an official 
announcement Wednesday. The announcement said that the Minis- 
try of youth, which is responsible for youth activity in tbe Kingdom, 
will shortly name the members of the Jordanian team to take part in 
the Olympic Games. 

JPRC SHARES: The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
(JPRC) will distribute dividends to its shareholders at the rate of 10 
per cent. Tbe decision was taken by the JPRCs board. 

Jordan to hold national 
exhibition of artists works 



A woman with down syndrome works at a biscuit factory 

JTV to air documentary 
on Jordan’s handicapped 


AMMAN ( J . T . ) — A 
documentary film featuring the 
life and work of handicapped 
people in Jordan will be pre- 
sented by Jordan Television 
Channel One Saturday, May 14. 

Tbe programme presents three 
types of handicapped persons 
who have undergone training and 
had had special education in a 
number cf Jordanian rehabilita- 
tion centres. 

In tbe programme, to be 
screened at 5:15 p.m., viewers 
delve into tite life of three hand- 
icapped youths, one working as a 
tailor near Irbid and the other 
employed by the Jordan Electric 
Power Company in Amman and 
tbe third, a woman, is employed 


in .a hiscuit factory. 

The programme, sponsored 
and financed jointly by Jordan 
Television and the London-based 
Cooperation for Development 
International, also focuses atten- 
tion on the type of education and 
rehabilitation offered to Jorda- 
nian handicapped persons in the 
Kingdom, prospects for their 
absorption in the community and 
an interview with Dr. Mahdi 
Abul Dahab from the Health 
Ministry, on causes of handicaps 
and ways to avoid them. 

Tbe programme entitled On 
tbe Way Together- was prepared 
by Zahia Innab and Linn Failing, 
and directed by Mohammad 
Hmoud. 


NM1 needs JD 80m 
for hospital services 


AMMAN (Petra) — Munster of 
Culture and National Heritage 
Mohammad Hammouri has cal- 
led on Jordanian plastic artists to 
present some of -their selected 
works to the ministry, so that they 
can be displayed at a national 
exhibition to be held here in July. 
' Hie request contained in a 
message foe minister sent to the 
Jordanian Palstic Artists Associa- 


tion board chairman, included a 
rail on the artists to provide foe 
minis try with an outline of their 
artistic fife and their experience 
in art so that they can be included 
in an artists guidebook, which 
would be published in English 
and Arabic. 

This guidebook, he said, would 
be useful for art st ude nt s in 
Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A detailed 
study on the cost of operating 
government hospitals revealed 
that JD 80 million are needed 
annually to maintain good ser- 
vices and provide sufficient 
medical care for foe public. 

The study was compiled by foe 
National Medical Institution 
(NMI) which this summer takes 
charge of hospitals run by foe 
Health Ministry and foe Royal 
Medical Services in Jordan. 

The study reflected the NMTs 
plans for developing the existing 
hospitals in two stages, and the 
establishment of small-size hos- 
pitals in a number of regions. 

The study noted that foe gov- 


Mamadan —A time for 
*universal solidarity’ 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ramadan, Islam’s 
holiest month is a time for univer- 
sal solidarity between Muslims. 
For 30 days men, women and 
even grown up children abstain 
from food, drink, smoking and 
foul play so that Muslims remem- 
ber God. Ramadan gives Mus- 
lims a chance to feel with foe 
poor and therefore be grateful to 
what they have. 

Ramadan is a month for Mus- 
lims to practise sclf-tfisdpline and 
control. Fasting is physically and 
mentally deansing: The body 
takes a month-long diversion 
from habitual food consumption 
during the day. According to a 
person who has fasted since the 
beginning of Ramadan for foe 
first time in his adult life abstain- 
ing from food, drink and tobacco 
has made him discover his ability 
to control his instincts. 

“I don’t fast for religious 
reasons but to practise self-con- 
trol over my body. I mostly feel 
the urge to smoke, but I still 
contain myself. My body turned 
healthier with Jess food, especial- 
ly that 1 don't indulge in excess 
food during iftar," he said. 

This is how fasting and break- 
fasting at foe end of the day 
should be according to Islamic 
teachings. But in most cases tbe 
situation is different. Most of 
those who fast overindulge during 
the night in food and keep eating 
all those Arabic goodies until 
they go to sleep. These end up 
not only gaining weight develop 
stomach pains and complications. 

National consumption of meat 
and chicken are normally dou- 
bled during Ramadan. In fact, at 
one point during this Ramadan 
one could not find meat in the 
market. Also, according to major 
sweet shops in foe country, sales 
of Ramadan goodies zoom up at a 
tremendous rate. 

*T feeel calmer when I fast: If I 
get irritated, I avoid getting angry 
because I don’t have the energy 
to get upset,” a person who fasts 
told the Jordan Times. 

Again, in most instances this is 
not tbe case. People are so irrit- 
able daring the day that one 
almost gets hit or cursed when on 
the streets. One does not dare 
argue with a fasting shopkeeper, 
or drive slowly in front of another 
vehicle. . ... 

Another complaint voiced by 
some people is that faster* in 


general tend to become lazy dur- 
ing the month. “It is hopeless to 
get official papers done in gov- 
ernment institutions in Ramadan, 
because civil servants not only 
slow down in their work but also 
leave early,” one complained, 
adding that if fasting makes peo- 
ple fezy and irritable then they 
should not fast at ail because this 
attitude defeats the purpose of 
Ramadan. 

After iftar 

Amman, otherwise a boring 
and lifeless city, takes a new lease 
of life for one month. It bustles 
with life from 8:30 till 2:30 in the 
morning. 

For one thing television prog- 
rammes improve from those dur- 
ing the day. According to one 
viewer, foe daytime programmes 
were not very organised this year. 

“The local shows are so cheap- 
ly made and it’s obvious that they 
were low-budgeted. There is no- 
thing new for foe viewers. Prog- 
rammes are not in the least bit 
interesting. The only good day- 
time programme is an Egyptian- 
produced short entertainment 
programme," she noted. 

So not only are the program- 
mes good at night, and people 
can stay up watching the screen 
until 2:30 a.m., but there is a 
variety of things to do outside. 
Many people go visiting family 
and friends and end up playing 
cards and backgammon until 
dawn. 

Downtown and Jabal Hussein 
are full of people roaming foe 
streets until late hours. Shops and 
boutiques are open for tbe ordin- 
ary people to buy their new 
dothes for Eid Ai Fitr. the feast 
which marks the end of Rama- 
dan; bazaars open until late 
hours. 

As one nears “souk Ramadan" 
in Jabal Hussein, revolutionary 
and disco music frill tbe air while 
vendors sell their items for excel- 
lent bargains. 

“Anything for one dinar.” 
shouts one vendor holding 
women’s dresses, while another 
sells shoes and accessories for 
incredibly low prices. 

Inside foe neon-lit bazaar, men 
and women walk around looking 
for bargains while children run 
around playing and screaming in 
the cool night air. 

All sons of items can be found 
at this bazaar, is organised by the 
Charity Piastre Project of the 
General Union for Voluntary 


Societies (GUVS). All size 
dothes. household goods, toys, 
detergents, stationery, books and 
tapes are among the large selec- 
tion of items on display. Many of 
the books, all of which are in 
Arabic, are even sold at half of 
their regular price. Ther is also a 
large section in the flea market 
that has tables and chairs for 
those who wish to drink some- 
thing and smoke nargileb (water 
pipe). 

The booths of this bazaar are 
rented out by GUVS to raise 
funds for scholarships for needy 
students. The piece of land was 
donated by its landowner to 
GUVS for one month. 

There is also an exhibition that 
is overcrowded with people after 
iftar — exhibition of Tunisian 
products at the Greater Amman 
Munidpality building downtown. 

It would be midnight, and still 
difficult for people to walk with- 
out bumping into each other at 
this exhibition, which offers pro- 
ducts ranging from foodstuffs and 
housewares to clothing and furni- 
ture. Not only is there a huge 
variety of things to buy but the 
prices are fairly reasonable, at 
least for some people. 

The old downtown cafes are 
also packed with young aud old 
men who play cards and back- 
gammon as they drink their 
genuine traditional tea, coffee 
and anise and smoke their nar- 
gilehs. All heads turn when 
women enter any of these old and 
folkloric cafes, amazed at how far 
some women have gotten in Jor- 
dan. However, women are tre- 
a'led with respect, and special 
treatment is given to them by the 
waiters in white, offering them 
first class Arab service. 

So, fine. Streets are packed 
with people trying to get fresh air 
and feel better about life. But 
yet, the atmosphere still feels 
tense and people are not so hap- 
py. Fewer people are smiling this 
year, and fewer people are re- 
laxed. Not only are they econo- 
mically strained, but they are also 
politically tense. 

There is more window-shop- 
ping than actual shopping, and 
many shopkeepers complain that 
they are not selling their goods, 
except for those who sell cheap 
quality for cheap prices. And 
from listening to people talking in 
the those who are on the streets 
— is exactly happy with the poli- 
tical situation this Ramadan. 


Crown Prince chairs meeting of Higher Council for Science.Technology 

Citizens* Guidance Office 
to help serve public’s needs 


eminent would have to contri- 
bute to the NMI’s budget by 
providing medical insurance for 
government employees and their 
families, just like any other com- 
pany which provides such services 
to its staff. 

“In addition the government 
would introduce legislations to 
facilitate the work of the NMI’s 
hospitals, and would also contri- 
bute to NMTs hospital projects,” 
the study noted. 

60 -year-old 
man stabbed 
to death 
in Karak 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 60-year-old 
man was stabbed to death in 
Karak in a feud that erupted 
between two groups of people 
Tuesday. 

A report in Ai Dustour Arabic 
daily said that foe murderer was \ 
50-year-old M.F.A. and the 1 
police were holding an invest! ga- j 
tion. 

The paper also reported foe 
death of a 35-year-old Egyptian 
in a road accident at Ras AI 
Naqab on foe Desert Highway 
linking Amman with Aqaba. In 
the accident two other people 
were injured, tbe paper noted. 

It also reported the death of a 
55-year-old woman and her 18- 
year-old daughter when they 
drowned in a water well at Khali - 
dieh near Mafraq. The two 
bodies, it said, were pulled out 
from foe well by Civil Defence 
Department rescue workers. 

Police 
arrest 3 
bands of 
thieves in 
Jerash 

JERASH (J.T.) — The police in 
Jerash has apprehended three 
separate bands of thieves who 
were in the habit of breaking into 
homes, stores and other places 
and stealing cash, cattle and 
domestic appliances, according to 
a report in the local press 
Wednesday. 

The report said that most of the 
thefts and robberies were com- 
mitted by these thieves during 
weekends and public holidays, 
j when owners were most likely to 
I be away. 

According to the report, one of 
, the bands consisted of seven 
youths caught red-handed and 
carrying axes, and other sharp 
tools for breaking doors and win- 
dows. 

The police seized most of the 
items they had stolen including a 
refrigerator, a washing machine, 
and wrist watches, the report 
said. 

It said the second band con- 
sisted of three men who used to 
steal sheep, while the members of 
the third group had specialised in 
pick pocketing at tbe bus terminal 
in Jerash. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST) is sponsoring the establish- 
ment of a “Citizens’ Guidance Office,” which would 
devote its efforts to promote development and bridge 
the gap between the local authority and members of 
the public. 

A meeting to discuss the new "The proposed office would 
project was held at foe HCST ensure permanent links between 
headquarters in Amman Wednes- ‘be public and ihe process leading 
day under foe chairmanship of lo comprehensive development. 
His Royal Highness Crown and would prevent any adverse 
Prince Hassan. factors from obstructing such pro- 

“Such an office can ensure the cess. Prince Hassan noted, 
continued progress of the King- Hassan complained that 

dom’s social and economic in- Jordan’s various public and gov- 
stitutions towards meeting the emmem organisations still lack a 
needs of the public, and can help common information network 
to solve problems impeding such an< * up-to-date statistical in- 
progress.” Prince Hassan said at formation essential, for develop- 
a meeting. ment.” a gap which could be 

He underlined the need for the bridged through the proposed 
introduction of proper channels office.’ 

of communication between the r ^ at “Citizens Gui- 

public and foe authorities, espe- “ ~ 

dally in matters related to public 

administration and services. tbC.'iy fflEa 

__ a _ ~ ~ AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 

O ■ fQ i educational delegation will travel 

■ 1 IIQI I i I ft v to Kuwait on May 22 to discuss 

■ ^ p promoting Jordanian-Kuwaiti 

Wlfn ^awt cooperation in educational fields. 

The delegation, which will 
JL I O a 1^ spend five days in Kuwait, is to be 

| OriCieS SJ headed by Minister of Highei 

Education Nassereddine" AI 
IT fa Assad, according to AI Dustoui 

UvOlU Arabic daily. 

AMMAN (Petra) - Prime ^ ~ 

Minister Zaid Rifai has stressed 

Sawt AI Shaab Arabic daily and 
said that the newspaper’s mam 
task should be to reflect official 
policy and Jordan’s stands at all 

sunTthe fights of its share hoi- - 

den. \ 

During foe two-hour meeting pAA-ift-"-. ' -sm* 

with foe paper’s board members, ----- 

Rifai pointed out foal the recent AUB QUIZ NIGHT: 
government decision to limit tbe con tinuing programme of cnltu 
size of all Arabic dailies to 24 AllB Al umni Club of Amman 
pages was “designed to cut on foe Knowledge Contest at the Jordai 

cost of paper prices of which has Hotel Saturday. After dose fa 
been soaring world-wide.” sometimes tough questions (d 

“Cutting down on paper cost a Khaldun Abu Hassan, Isam 
means reducing tbe amount of | Khouri) the team of Nabil Boul 
hard currency being transferred I rious, with the teams of Fawa 
abroad to import paper,” the | Toukan and Faris Nimri second 
prime minis ter noted. I 


dance Offices” would be useful to 
have in all districts of the King- 
dom to act as a liaison office, 
gathering information for the be- 
nefit of the local community. 

Prince Hassan referred to ex- 
periments of advanced countries 
in this respect, which, be said, 
would benefit Jordan in the new 
endeavour. 

The director of the HCSTs 
Communications and interna- 
tional Relations Department, Dr. 
Mazen Armouti, presented a 
general document for tbe new 
project and a general outline of 
the proposed office and its func- 
tions. 

The document included experi- 
ments in Jordan in the field of 
providing guidance and advice to 
the citizens on economic and so- 
cial issues, and contacts with gov- 
ernment officials in this respect. 

Armouti also presented a sam- 


ple of other countries’ experi- 
ments in this field. 

Attending the meeting were 
Greater Amman Mayor Abdul 
Ra'onf AI Rawabdeh, Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) President 
Jawad AI Anani, Central Bank 
Governor Hussein *A1 Qasem, 
HCST President Dr. Adnan Bad- 
ran. Princ£ Hassan's Office 
Director Michael Hamarneh, 
members of a special committee 
involved in establishing foe pro- 
jected office and local journalists. 

The ad hoc committee is sche- 
duled to follow up discussion on 
the subject and submit recom- 
mendations during May. 

The committee members will 
also be involved in the process of 
assessing ihe implementation of 
tbe first half of the 1986-1990 
five-year national development 
plan which will take place be- 
tween June and August this year. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
educational delegation will travel 
to Kuwait on May 22 to discuss 
promoting Jordanian-Kuwaiti 
cooperation in educational fields. 

The delegation, which will 
spend five days in Kuwait, is to be 
headed by Minister of Higher 
Education Nassereddine" AI 
Assad, according to AI Dustour 
Arabic daiiv. 


The paper said that the minister 
wiD meet with the Emir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad AI 
Sabah and will hold talks with 
ministers and senior officials on 
coordinating work among Jorda- 
nian and Kuwaiti universities. 

In addition, the paper said, the 
delegation will tour a number of 
Kuwaiti educational institutions. 


The delegation’s visit is at foe 
invitation of Kuwaiti Minister of 
Higher Education .Anwar AI 
Nouri. 

According to the paper the 
delegation will group the presi- 
dents of Mu'ta University , Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology and two others represent- 
ing community colleges and the 
Ministry of Higher Education. 
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AUB QUIZ NIGHT: As part of its 

co ntinuing programme of cultural activities, the 
AUB A lumni Club of Amman beM a General 
Knowledge Contest at the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel Saturday. After dose to three hours of 
sometimes tough questions (devised by Mijad 
Khaldun Abu Hassan, Isam Salfiti and Riad 
Khouri) the team of Nabil Boulos emerged victo- 
rious. with the hams of Fawaz. Jnmeian, Jafar 
Toukan and Faris Nimri second, third and fourth 


respectively. Prizes were offered by the Royal 
Jordanian, Samir Batshon JJookstore, Middle 
East Business Associates. Jordan Jewelry Store 
and Transmed. The dub plans to hold a series of 
quizes next month. For details, ring Wad Karad- 
sfai on 641325. Hie picture shows quizmaster 
Salfiti, flanked by Khouri, asking the questions to 
a packed house of 20 teams (Photo by Nabil 
Hattar) 


We’ve got the most scenic routes 
in Europe. 




It’s true, Europe has many beautiful sites. And 
Lufthansa gets you to more of them via Frankfurt 
than any other. 

Take our frequent daily departures to all major 


European cities, for instance. They get you where 
you want to go. Fast reliably, comfortably - and 
punctually. 

Seeing Europe? See Lufthansa. 


For information contact Lufthansa, Kailani & Badran Bidg. Elia Abumadi St., Shmeisam, Tel 601744 
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Reading throngls U, 


THE United States’ veto of the U.N. Security Council 
resolution condemning Israel’s attack into south Lebanon Bast 
week should be required reading for American graduate 
students in the psychology of official double standards. The 
U.S. vetoed the resolution because, in the words of its U.N. 
ambassador, “it does not acknowledge the well known fact that 
hostile acts against Israel are originating in Lebanon/’ adding 
that “all those who provide funds and arms to militias and 
other groups that operate in southern Lebanon, while denying 
the authority of the central Lebanese government, must share 
the responsibility for the continued instability in the area/’ 

The United States cannot expect to be taken seriously in the 
region if the premise of its policy is that Israeli security is the 
top priority of regional power arrangements, while all other 
considerations of Arab rights should be viewed in relation to 
Israel’s security needs. Hostile acts against Israel originate in 
south Lebanon because for the past 40 years hostile acts against 
the Palestinians and their national rights have originated in the 
minds of Zionists and the cheap mercantilism of American 
politicians. If the Americans are so concerned about the origins 
of hostile acts, they would do well to recall that they voted fora 
Palestinian state in 1947, but now steadfastly refuse to accept 
the Palestinian right to self-determination and statehood. The 
problem is not the origin of violence against Israel, it is the 
origin of violence against both Palestinians and Jews, and it will 
only be resolved by satisfying the national rights of both. 

The United States is the last party on earth that should talk 
about providing funds and arms to groups that engage in acts 
that foster regional instability, given its record of astounding 
finan cial and military support for Israel. If the United States 
feds that the Israels have greater rights than the Palestinians, 
h should have the courage to come out and say so, and accept 
the consequences. We are offended by American government 
statements that try to make believe that all is well in the Middle 
East except for some violent Arabs who go around harassing 
Israel’s northern border. To isolate an incident and ignore the 
broader context of political denial and human suffering from 
which it stems is the act of a child, or a fool, or a crass, cold, 
malicious political operator who values short-term gain over 
more meaningful criteria of national morality. 


ARAEBBC PRESS EDETORBALS 


AJ Ra'i: King defends nation 


KING Hussein spoke in an interview with the Agence France Presse 
tackling all issues of concern to the Arab countries and the challenges 
imposed on the nation. Most importantly he discussed the Palestine 
issue and said that due to the absence of peace and continued Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land backed by the American support, the 
Palestinians rose in the face of injustice and oppression. The King 
described the uprising as a real revolt coining in reaction to Israel’s 
continued repressive measures and inhuman practices. The King said 
that he regretted to see a regression in the U.S. position vis-a-vis the 
Middle East issue because that attitude has encouraged Israel to 
pursue its practices in the occupied lands. The King also regretted the 
lack of real action to stem Israel's practices on the part of the 
international community which only voiced its condemnation of such 
practices. The Palestinian uprising, which is tantamount to an all-out 
revolt, is shaking the ground under Israel's feet and thwarting the 
Zionists' dreams in our lands. The King said in the interview ihat the 
search for peace should start from the beginning and the root cause of 
the Palestinian problem. The root cause is the usurpation of the 
Palestinian land and the deprivation of the Palestinian people of their 
lawful rights. These rights and these lands can only be regained 
through the proposed international conference which can bring peace 
based on justice. 


Al Dustour: ‘U.S. position regressing' 


KING Hussein pointed out in an interview published Tuesday that 
the U.S. position vis-a-vis the Arab Israeli conflict has been 
regressing since 1967, but Jordan will continue the dialogue with 
Washington for the sake of arriving at an acceptable just settlement 
for the problem. At the same lime, ihe King called on the Arab 
countries to be alert and vigilant and to take into account all 
developments because the situation in the region might explode any 
moment, barring the conclusion of a peaceful settlement for the 
Palestine problem. For the first time the King disclosed his idea of 
forming a unified Arab force that can act as a rapid deployment force 
that would be employed in defending any Arab country in the event 
of a foreign aggression. Such idea projects Jordan's tendency towards 
the military option in the face of an aggression and a foreign threat to 
Arab security. The formation of a rapid deployment force to repel 
aggression rekindles Arab countries' hopes for real collective action 
which leads to unity of Arab people. In his interview the King 
presented a diagnosis of the Arab situation and outlined Jordan's 
position with regard to the Middle East question and future 
prospects. 


Sawt Al Shaab: King warns of grave danger 


KING Hussein in an interview with the Agence France Presse on 
Tuesday warned of the explosion of the situation in the Middle East 
region if no agreement was reached for establishing peace. At the 
same time he underlined Arab Nation’s determination to continue 
the struggle for regaining Arab rights in the occupied and holy places 
in Palestinian land. The King said that ihe explosion would come as a 
result of Israel’s continued intransigence and continued U.S. backing 
for Israel's occupation and inhuman practices in the occupied Arab 
territories. The King paid tribute to the Palestinian people's uprising, 
describing it as a revolt that shook the ground under Israel's feet, and 
rendered Israel more isolated than ever. Israel which is supported by 
the United States should be confronted by a pan-Arab force, capable 
of deterring its adventures and putting an end to its atrocities and 
massacres committed over the past 40 years. For this reason, a 
pan- Arab rapid deployment force as suggested by the King forms the 
nucleus of a real and practical action on the part of the Arab World to 
confront the common enemv. 


Afghans do not fear 
becoming another Vietnaml 


By Eric Hall 

Reuter 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan — The 
Soviets are going, the Majahi- 
deen are waiting to pounce on 
Afghanistan's faltering Commun- 
ist government, but Afghans scoff 
at suggestions that their country 
could become another Iran, Viet- 
nam, or Lebanon. 

The Soviet Lhiion has agreed to 
withdraw its estimated 115,000 
troops from May 15, leaving Pres- 
ident Najibullah's government in 
Kabul to stand alone against 
Muslim guerrillas vowing to settle 
old scores. 


Political analysts have pre- 
dicted various scenarios in the 
turbulent mountain state where 
tribesmen used the same hit-and- 
run tactics against Soviet forces as 
they did to give imperial Britain a 
bloody nose during “the great 
game" more than a century ago. 

Afghans reject any idea that 
Afghanistan could become the 
Iranian-style Islamic theocracy of 
the Ayatollah Ruhollah 


Khomeini, hostile to capitalism 
and Communism alike. 

"When we started our holy war 
against the Communists in 1978, 
there was no Khomeini in Iran. 
Khomeini gave no direction to us. 
Why should he give direction to 
us now?” said Haji Said Daud, 
head of the Afghan Media Re- 
source Centre. 

“We started our armed strug- 
gle before Iran and had our own 
ideals,” said Nawab Salim, 
spokesman for the seven-party 
Islamic Alliance in Peshawar, 
near the Afghan border. 

Not least of the differences is 
that the majority of Ir anians are 
Shi'ite Muslims, while most 
Afghans are Sunni, which is the 
main faith of the majority of 
Muslim nations. 

Sunni is the older tradition. 
“Afghans don't have to prove to 
themselves that they are good 
Muslims, they know they are 
already," said one Western di- 
plomat. 

Another Lebanon 


History and race also separate 


the two: To Afghans, Iran’s 
majority Persians in centuries 
past have been as much the 
aggressors as the Indians, the 
British, and the Russians. 

The Afghan war is different in 
nature to the Islamic revolution 
which toppled the Shah of Iran in 
1979. 

‘Their revolution was against 
their own ruler and outside forces 
were indirectly involved. We are 
fighting a liberation war," said 
Lafray Najibullafa of the Jamiat-I- 
Is lami group. 

The view Afghanistan may be- 
come another Lebanon, torn and 
wasted by civil war and strife, is 
also unfounded, they said. 

Some groups may fight each 
other, but the numerous Afghan 
tribes have been doing so for 
centimes. It has not stopped the 
loose but workable coalition that 
is called Afghanistan from surviv- 
ing, said another alliance official. 

Traditional tribal fighting is 
also less damaging than ideologic- 
al and religious warfare, the 
Afghans said. 

Around Peshawar and along 
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the border more than three mil- 
lion Afghan refugees live in rela- 
tive harmony with P akistanis with 
whom they have family, tribal, 
religious, or linguistic ties. 

"The Soviets said in 1979 that 
Peshawar would be like a new 
Beirut, but now yon see it has not 
happened," said Daud. 


Afghanistan's geography is also 
a factor. Beirut’s “green line" is a 
few gutted streets dividing war- 
ring factions. 

“An Afghan green line would 


likely be a 7,000-metre high 
mountain chain,” said another 
diplomat. 

The comparison with Vietnam 
is also misleading, the Afghans 
say. 

In 1975, the South Vietnamese 
government of President Nguyen 
Van Thieu fell to North Vietnam 
after supporting U.S. troops 
withdrew, but only after massive 
conventional northern attacks on 
the south. 

Afghan guerrillas believe Na- 
jibulla is not another Thieu. 


“Najibuflah is still weak and 
once his supplies are gone bis 
forces will collapse,” said Nawab 
Salim. 

Farouq Adam Khan, a former 
Pakistani mili tary officer who has 
travelled in Afghanistan, thought 
so too. 


"Thieu had many, many more 
divisions than old Najibnllah has 
got. And certainly Thieu did not 
have as hostile a civilian popula- 
tion against him as this gentleman 
has here,” he said. 
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By Patrick Worsnip 

Reufer 


LONDON — When Soviet 
troops pull out of Afghanistan, 
those hit hardest by the shock 
waves could be Moscow's friends 
in Africa, the Far East and Latin 
America, Western diplomats and 
experts say. 

The withdrawal, due to begin 
on May 15 and be completed in 
nine months, will signal to left- 
wing regimes fighting protracted 
wars that the Kremlin is no longer 
prepared to underwrite them in- 
definitely, these analysts believe. 

But the departure of the esti- 
mated 115,000 troops after more 
than eight years of fighting Mus- 
lim rebels is likely to have little 
strategic impact in the immediate 
region and will be broadly wel- 
comed in the Soviet Union itself, 
they add. 

“It's not going to destabilise 
Pakistan or India or Russia,” says 
Major Andrew Duncan of the 
London-based International In- 
stitute of Strategic Studies. 

“Maybe the Russians are per- 
turbed that somebody may move 
in (to Afghanistan), but they will 
realise nobody’s going to." 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has proclaimed an era of 
“new thinking" in foreign policy, 
which analysts say means wield- 
ing political influence rather than 
military might as under former 
Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, 
who died in 1982. 

It was during Brezhnev's rule 
that Soviet forces went into 
Afghanistan, Cuban troops into 
Angola, Soviet and Cuban ex- 
perts into Ethiopia and Viet- 
namese forces into Kampuchea. 
They all shored up Manost gov- 
ernments against insurgents. But 
none of the governments have 
achieved complete military vic- 
tory. 

Model for other conflicts 


“The impression now.” a 
Western diplomat said, “is that 
the men in the Kremlin, looking 
at the Brezhnev period, have 
come to the conclusion that those 
were pretty poor investments." 

The Afghanistan withdrawal, 
another diplomat said, accords 
with “the long-term abandon- 
ment of the philosophy that a 
Third World regime only had to 
declare itself Socialist and come 
to Moscow with outstretched 
palm, to be given everything." 

The Gorbachev team, facing 
serious economic problems at 
home, is now viewing all foreign 
involvements on a strict cost- 
benefit basis, experts said. 

The trend of Moscow's new 
policy has been made clear in a 
statement by Gorbachev, since 
echoed by other Soviet officials, 
that the Afghanistan deal could 
serve as a model for settling other 
regional conflicts. 

Diplomats said embattled left- 
wing governments were bound to 
take to heart the fact that the 
Kremlin was leaving the ruling 
People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA) to fend for 
itself with no internal military or 
political solution in sight. 

As for the rest of the interna- 
tional community, they said, the 
withdrawal could only improve 
Moscow’s standing after years of 
isolation at the United Nations 
over Afghanistan. 

The Afghan question has been 
a major irritant in Soviet relations 
with the West, especially with the 
United States which refused to 
ratify the 1979 SALT-2 strategic 
arms pact as a result of it. 

At the time of the intervention 
the Western countries were dis- 
mayed by Moscow's readiness to 
use military force to project its J 


power outside its traditional 
sphere. 

Another Muslim neighbour 

But most analysts now think 
the move had no far-reaching 
strategic aim, and they reject the 
theory that the Soviet Union was 
trying to advance towards a 
warm-water port — an ambition 
that has been atnibuted to Mos- 
cow since Tsarist times. 


“Die invasion was a defensive 
action, not a well-thought out 
plot to gain another slice of terri- 
tory." a diplomat said. 

The troops went in when 
bloody feuding within the PDPA 
and mounting guerrilla insurgen- 
cy appeared to create a serious 
security problem on the Soviet 
Union's southern borders. 

But the Kremlin now seems 
confident it can have a working 
relationship with whatever gov- 
ernment ends up in power in 
Kabul — much as it has with the 
Islamic rulers in Iran — and that 
Afghanistan will not be thrown 
open to the U.S. military. 

More serious for Gorbachev 
could be the perception that the 
Soviet army is retreating from 
Afghanistan, like the Americans 
from Vietnam, with none of its 
objectives attained and that the 
frontiers of Socialism are being 
rolled back. 


This is not the first time that 
Soviet troops have been with- 
drawn from abroad — they pulled 
out of Austria in 1955. 

But experts said that, while the 
withdrawal was likely to be broadly 
welcomed by the Soviet public 
and even the armed forces, some 
politicians might, when a suitable 
moment arose, be able to hold it 
against Gorbachev as a sign of 
weakness. 

Some experts believe the pull- 
out amounts to abandonment of 
the so-called Brezhnev Doctrine, 
used to justify the 1968 Warsaw 
Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia, 
which holds that such actions are 
legitimate when Socialism is in 
danger. 

But other analysts said the 
Kremlin had been preparing for 
this problem by steadily backing 
away from recognising Afghanis- 
tan as a member of the Socialist 
bloc. 


Blacks remain steadfast despite pressure 


By David Crary 

The Associated Press 


OUKASIE, South Africa — A 
government accustomed to get- 
ting its way has met its match, at 
least for now, in the residents of 
this ramshackle black township 
that officially does not exist. 

For years, white authorities 
have been trying to coax or 
coerce the people of Oukasie into 
moving to a newer township 20 
kilometres away. Oukasie was 
abolished in 1986 but about 8,000 
residents remain, determined to 
stay. 

Last month, the government 
declared the 55-year-oid 
township an "emergency camp" 
subject to severe new regulations. 
Reots were raised by 50 per cent, 
unauthorised visitors will be bar- 
red as of June i, and permits are 
required to renovate homes, keep 
pets or accommodate lodgers. 

Members of the close-knit 
community believe the govern- 
ment seeks to demoralise them so 
they will move voluntarily. That 
would enable the authorities to 
eliminate Oukasie without re- 
sorting to forced removal, a poli- 
cy tiie government claims to have 
abandoned. 'Oukasie residents 
say they've grown used to 
adversity and won't succumb to 
any pressure. 

“Sometimes in life you get 
tired of being harassed and 
moved about," said Sello Rama- 
kobye, a spokesman for Ouka- 
sie’s civic association. “You de- 
cide it’s time to resist.” 

The official reason for Ouka- 
sie’s intended demise is that the 
government considers it an un- 
healthy slum, beyond rehabilita- 
tion because of “astronomic 
costs.” 

Residents commissioned a 
study that said upgrading would 
cost 3 milli on rands ($1.4 mil- 
lion). They say this would be 
cheaper than relocating all of 
them at the new township, Leth- 
labile, and they believe the gov- 
ernment's real reason is that 
Oukasie is only a few hundreds 
metres from a white suburb of 
Brits. 

Brits, 50 kilometres west of 
Pretoria, is a stronghold of the 
far-right conservative party. Its 
white residents have displayed 
little public sympathy for their 
black neighbours who now can 
walk to their jobs in Brits and will 
have to pay for transport if they 
move to Lethlabile. 

Thanks to government fund- 
ing, Lethlabile has advantages 


over Oukasie, and some of the 
5,000 former Oukasie residents 
who have moved there are 
pleased with their choice. The 
new township's streets are 
smooth, its homes have electricity 
and plumbing. A few houses are 
relatively lavish, with patios and 
two-car garages. 

Oukasie, barred from expand- 
ing and denied funds for improve- 
ments, is overcrowded and dilapi- 
dated. Many homes are in ruins, 
demolished by former owners as 
a prerequisite for getting state 
compensation to move to Lethla- 
bile. The only services provided 
in return for rent are water from 
communal taps and removal of 
waste from bucket toilets. 

But Oukasie has certain 
charms. Trees, a rare sight in 
many townships, are abundant, 
and well-tended gardens adjoin 
even some of the most run-down 
metal shacks. Two soccer fields 
are maintained diligently by local 
youths. 

“Everything we want to do, we ’ 
do it ourselves,” said Elias 
SithoJe, a 39-year-old former 
carpenter. He is one of an esti- 
mated 50 per cent of the adult 


population that is unemployed, 
and says job-seeking from Lethla- 
bile would be costly and difficult. 

Other jobless residents don’t 
want to move because they have 
improved their homes in Oukasie 
over the years, and couldn’t afford 
bouses in Lethlabile except for 
the small metal huts allocated to 
newcom ers. 

“The social structure in Ouka- 
sie is so coherent," said Rama- 
kobye. “It's wrong to destroy it. 
In Lethlabile, everybody is for 
hims elf.” 

“Oukasie residents also are 
wary of Lethlabile’s proximity to 
the nominally independent home- 
land of Bophuthatswana. There 
are fears that the new township 
will be incorporated into the 
homeland, thus depriving its resi- . 
dents of South African 
citizenship. 

“No one is going to volunteer 
to go to Lethlabile,” said Sitbole. 
“The government thinks every- 
body is going to be scared into 
going, but it will take force. You 
should see the unity of these 
people." 

Sithole guided visitors to the 
edge of the nearby white suburb, 


where a concrete moat filled with 
dark green muck separates hand- 
some, 4- and 5-year-old hillside 
homes from a dirt road leading to 
Oukasie. 


“How can they say it's too 
expensive to upgrade Oukasie 
when they upgrade their mou- 
ntain" he asked. 

Raw sewage from whites’ 
homes runs into a gully next to 
die township, and Sithole said 
Oukasie residents are somewhat 
cynical about white complaints 
that the black community smells. 

Some Oukasie activists have 
been detained, others operate 
from underground, but the com- 
munity seems to have learned 
bow to stay informed and unified. 
.Ramakobye said residents, who 
are considering a possible court 
challenge against the govern- 
ment, believe their case is so 
dear-cut that they prefer to cam- 
paign alone, avoiding involve- 
ment with national anti-apartheid 
or ganisati ons. 

The way Sithole explains the 
matter, it sounds simple . 

' “I am not illegal in tins place," 
he said. “I am legal.” 


Immigrants thrive in wealthy 
Dubai’s racial melting-pot 


By Mark Fisher 

Reuter 


DUBAI — Visitors to this bust- 
ling Arab port are often bewil- 
dered to find that their taxi- 
drivers are Pakistani, their bar- 
maids Filipina, their business 
contacts British and many labour- 
ers African. 

In the racial melting-pot of 
Dubai, indigenous Arabs have 
become a minority. Immigrants 
from around the globe have 
helped build a vibrant trading 
centre. 

“Dubai is unique," an Indian 
trader in the colourful gold souk 
(bazaar) told Reuters. “We are 
here to make money and offidals 
don’t ask many questions — 
where else in the Middle East can 
you say that?" 

Container ships dock at Port 
Rashid, a symbol of Dubai’s 
modern economic success, while 
battered dhows with carpets and 
fruit from Iran ply an age-old 
trade in the creek, an inlet that 


winds through the picturesque 
dty. 

Iranians have lived here for 
generations and thousands of 
shoppers visit each month from 
Iran across the Gulf, eager for 
consumer goods that their war- 
torn economy cannot supply. 

The emirate is careful to main- 
tain cordial ties with its powerful 
neighbour. 

Dubai’s residents have little 
interest in the spec t ac u lar ship- 
ping war being fought off the, 
coast by prowling Iranian gun-’ 
boats and frigates, which regular- 
ly set oil tankers ablaze. 

The boom of a warship’s guns 
can sometimes be heard in the 
city, or smoke from a stricken 
ship be seen on the horizon. 

But the attacks, part of Iran's 
seven-year-old war with Iraq, 
seem a million miles from 
Dubai’s crowded souks and smart 
hotels. 

“The shipping war is bigger 
news back home than here,” said 
Alun Robinson, a British tourist 


visiting Dubai on his way to the 
Far East. 

Relaxing in the sun with a beer, 
he said Dubai's free-and-easy 
ways made nonsense of Western 
prejudices that Arabia has no- 
thing to offer except sand, cal and 
bans on alcohol. 

In narrow streets along the 
creek. Western tourists in shorts 
mingle with veiled Arab women 
dressed in black, dodging porters 
humping boxes in the sweltering 
heat. 

Many labourers have African 
features, a testimony to ancient 
ties between Arabia and the East 
Africa coast. 

Unofficial estimates put the In- 


unomciai estimates put me In- 
dian population at 4w,000 and 
the Pakistani at 230,000, with 
tens of thousands of Hlipinos. 

Though many Western expatri- 
ates have left in recent years, 
replaced by cheaper employees 
from elsewhere, thousands of 
Britons still live in Dubai — a 
legacy of British rule that ended 
in 1971. 


Will conference give Kadar honorary post? 


By David Lewis 
Reuter 


BUDAPEST — Hungary’s ruling 
Communist Party approaches its 
first special conference since 1957 
with everybody asking: will Janos 
Kadar leave office? 

Seventy-six on May 26, Kadar 
has led Hungary since the abor- 
tive anri-Communist uprising of 
1956. But now Prime Minister 
Karoly Grosz — one of Hun- 
gary’s Gorbachev generation — is 
hinting heavily that it is time for 
him to go. 


“Big trees dry out...’’ the 57- 
year-old premier told British 
journalists last week, adding that 
"long shadows" cast by big trees 
made it difficult for talented 
younger people to grow up. 

He" also said it was natural for 
himself, ideologist Janos Berecz 
and People's Patriotic Front 
(PPF) leader Jmre Pozsgay to be 
mentioned as leading candidates 
for the succession. 


One journalist asked if an 
alternative to cutting^ down or 
digging up a “big tree” might be 
to create the post of an honorary 


big tree. 

“I can conceive of what you 
have been referring to,” Grosz 
replied, alluding to suggestions 
that Kadar could be given a new 
honorary post like party presi- 
dent. “I think that is do-able.” 

These and other remarks, 
while stopping short of direct 
calls on Kadar to go, amount to 
unprecedentedly open criticism 
of a Communist leader and re- 
flect a growing feeling within the 
party that Kadar should relin- 
quish the reins of power. 

For his part, Kadar seems less 
than anxious to go. 

He told U.S. television in an 
interview over the weekend that 
he was willing to give up power if 
the party wished, but that he had 
no plans to do so just yer. 

Several Hungarian sources say 
he is dinging to office for fear 
retirement might be followed by 
open questioning of his role in the 
execution of Imre Nagy, whose 
1956 announcement that Hun- 
gary was leaving the Warsaw Pact 
sparked a Soviet invasion. 

The extraordinary conference, 
scheduled to last three days from 
May 20, was called ostensibly for 
the party to endorse accelerated 


economic reform and adjust the 
role of ideology, the party and 
political institutions accordingly. 

But leading Hungarian dissi- 
dent Miklos Haraszti told Reu- 
ters Grosz had called it in a 
deliberate move to oust Kadar. 

Although he has led Hungary 
through reforms unique for a 
Communist country, Kadar is 
now seen as resisting more radical 
changes sought by Grosz and 
especially by Pozsgay, whose PPF 
is an umbrella organisation repre- 
senting non-party bodies. 

Kadar at first appeared to out- 
manoeuvre Grosz by taking 
charge of the conference’s orga- 
nising committee. Haraszti said. 

But the PPF. academy of scien- 
ces and party groups all over 
Hungary have criticised the draft 
conference document severely as 
inadequate in substance and not 
concrete enough in detail. 


“The issue of responsibility, 
and how it is interpreted, is a key 
to the conference,” one western 
/diplomat said. 

i Grosz himself said m an inter- , 
view with the government daily 
Magyar Hirlap on April 28 that 
politicians should be able to with- 
draw if “biological laws” sapped 
their abilities, adding: “We need 
people who are able to handle the 
conflicts.” 


If direct criticism of Kadar re- 
mains taboo in the public press, 
this has not been so in the many 
recent local party meetings called 
to discuss the draft conference 
document. 

Grosz said last week chat 
Kadar's leadership had been 
raised at all local meetings he had 
attended. 


Kadar has not been assailed 
directly in state newspapers, but 
several leading party members 
have made coded calls for him to 
go. by talking of politicians “tak- 
ing responsibility” for problems 
like soaring debt and fulling living 
standards. 


Of the delegates chosen to 
attend the conference — one for 
every 1,000 of the party's 820,000 
members — he added: 

“It will be up to them to decide 
whether they would prefer to 
count on the activities of Janos 
Kadar as general secretary of the 
party or prefer to choose some- 
body else.” 

Talk that Kadar might step 


down at the conference was 
boosted by the December res- 
ignation of Czechoslovak Com- 
munist Party Leader Gustav 
Husak, Kadar’s almost exact con- 
temporary. - 

The feeling until recently was 
that Kadar would re main as 
general secretary until the next 
full party congress in 1990. 

But. perceptions are changing 
rapidly as May 20 approaches. 

“The atmosphere of the simple 
party rank and file is. very danger- 
ous," Haraszti said. “I personally 
don’t think Kadar will survive it 
at least that is a possibility. It is a 
fantastically open conference.” 
One senior party source told 
Reuters recently be rated the 
chances of a change at the very 
top as “SOrSO”. 

Asked if the party was serious- 
ly considering a successor to 
Kadar at the conference, or. 
whether the problem wi»[ld.be 
“wallpapered over. for. another 
two years,” Grosz said ti& week: 
"The party is thinking/ and I 
would be more ccmfidenrhrmy 
answer if you asked me after May 
10,' when the- centra! committee, 
will be in session to Sun* up the 
debate on the conference.— • 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


over paindozis 

■ - WASHINGTON (R). — * After appearing to rule oat pardons for 
; indicted Iran-contra .figures John Poindexter and Oliver North, 
. President Reagan has reopened the issue — bat the White House 
says he has reached no decision. Two days of conflicting 
statonents by Reagan left the matter right where it has been for 
months. In an interview Monday with syndicated columnist Carl 
• RoWen, Reagan seemed to das h the hopes of those who have 
been- urging him to absolve his two former aides of legal liability 
for any crimes arising from the secret sale of U.S. aims to Iran 
- and diversion of profits to Nicaragua's contra rebels. “You can't 
consider .that (pardons), Carl, until this case has been closed, 
whichever way it's going to go,” the White House quoted Reagan 
as saying. 'To' pardon somebody before trial leaves a sense of 
guilt around them, a cloud of guilt for the rest of time. And so this 
is something that I don't have to face," he added. But Tuesday, 
when a reporter asked Reagan after a White House ceremony if he 
had “d efini ti ve ly*' ruled out pardons, he tersely replied: “No.” 

Kharfoona meningitis curbs lifted 

KHARTOUM (R) — Health officials in Khartoum have lifted 
curbs imposed in March to fight a meningitis, epidemic which 
killed more than 500 people in the capital in three months, 
Sudan's state. radio said Wednesday. A mass vaccination cam- 
paign began several weeks ago has dramatically cut the number of 
new cases, health officials said.' On March 15, private schools, 
nurseries, theatres and cinemas were closed and sports events and 
demonstrations banned in efforts to con tain the disease. Official 
■ meningitis cases had been reported nationwide and that 1,446 people 
had (bed of the disea se. 

King warns of Israeli plan 


(Continued from page 1) 
their own nspooabilities separately 
from the Jordanian side. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) is ;oot against the idea of a 
joint delegation because it has 
already approached Egypt for the 
formation of a joint Pakstmian-Egyp- 
tian delegation, the King noted. 
U-S. credibility ‘zero’ 

Expressing dissatisfac tion with the 
current American attitude toward the 
Middle East while praising the Soviet 
stance, the King said: “The United 
States is moving again at pnsent, 
bat. what such moves are going to 
achieve for the region, I don’t pre- 
cisely know... the Soviet attitude is 
closer to the Arb attitude.” 

He described U.S. -Soviet relations 
as “encouraging” after the first super- 
power s ummi t led to an agreement to 
remove intermediate-range unclear 
weapons. 

But, he added: “We are deeply 
concerned over the teaming up be- 
tween the extremist Israeli right and 
the American right. I believe the 
United Stales should try to restore its 
credibility which has reached a zero 
point.” 

Responding to mother question, 
the King said Jordan tried to obtain 
Soviet-made MiG-29 jet fighters but 
because - of financial considerations 
had to shift to the French-made Mir- 
age 2000 and modified Mirage-1. 
“We obtamfyfh^'er^- finana'ah comfe- 
tions," he .sridJ . ' 

Iran-Iraq wap .. 

The King said the Iraqi armed 
forces were - not defending- Ira- - 

S territory, atone but repeflmg an 
aniaa. . aggression designed to 
'achieve Tehran's dreams of & Persian 
empire at the expense of the Arab 


Carbomb explodes in Nicosia 


(Continued from page 1) - 

Pedhieos River, turning Grivas 
Dingenis avenue into a mael- 
strom of shrapnel, blazing cars, 
bunted flesh, broken glass- and 
Mood. 

Police said a man seen running 
away across wasteland as the jeep 
exploded dropped a bag contain- 
ing a remote-control device. .. 

The blast tore a metre-wide’ 
hole in the bridge, tossed two 
blazing cars in the air, toppled a 
lamp post and iron railings and 
smashed hundreds of windows 
along the avenue. 

Vassilkm told reporters he bad 
called a meeting for Thursday 
afternoon to review security in 


Cyprus, which has previously 
been the scene of violence related 
to the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Three months ago the southern 
Cypriot port of Limassol was 
rocked by a carbomb that killed 
'three officials of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

That blast was followed 24 
hours later by an explosion in 
Limassol harbour which crippled 
the ferry Sol Phryne, which the 
PLO planned to use as a “ship of 
return" to Palestine. 

Palestinian officials bad vowed 
to avenge the killings in Limassol 
and the later assassination of 
PLO deputy military commander 
Khalil AJ Wazir (Abu Jihad) in 
Tunis. 


Vernon falters to visit Middle East 

UNITED Rations (R) — American U.N. envoy Vernon 
Walters will leave Thursday for an extensive tour of Middle East 
capitals, U.S. sources said Tuesday. They said the purpose was to 
confer with government officials in advance of next September's 
General Assembly session. Walters, who only recently returned 
from a trip to Latin America, is to visit Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 
Iraq, Syria and most of the Gulf states. Precise details of his 
itinerary were not available. He is due back at the beginning of 
June. 


Court upholds Achille Lauro sentences 

ROME (R) — Italy's highest court Tuesday upheld life sentences 
on four Palestinians for organising the hijack of the Achille Lauro 
cruise ship in October 1985 when an American passenger was 
killed. The court of cassation also confirmed jail terms passed by a 
court in the port city of Genoa in May last year on seven other 
Palestinians convicted of carrying out the three-day ship seizure 
or of providing logistical support. Rejecting defence pleas for a 
reduction in penalties, the court confirmed life sentences against 
Palestine Liberation Front leader Mohammad Abbas (Abu Abbas) 
and three of his lieutenants found guilty in their absence of 
masterminding the hijacking off the Egyptian coast. AH four are 
still at large. The four men convicted of carrying out the hijack, all 
of whom are in custody, were sentenced to between 30 and 17 
years in jail. 


A! Hussein pays tribute to Maan 


World. Iran, he said, plans to extend 
its domination on Arab land and 
Arab holy places and Arab wealth 
and natural resources and is fighting 
the Arabs in the name of religion. 

The Iran-Iraq war. the King pre- 
dicted, will end once Iran realises that 
the Arab Nation is determined to 
prevent Tehran from achieving its evil 
objectives. “I personally wish to be a 
sokfier fi ghting the enemy at the Iraqi 
front,” foe King said. 

Pub- A rab force 

The King also said he had proposed 
the creation of a pan-Arab army to 
repulse any attacks on Arab coun- 
tries. 

Jordan is prepared to contribute 
units from its army, the King said and 
added that he had contacted Arab 
leaden to discuss the idea of a pan- 
Arab force. 

“I disclose for the first time that 
that I have started discussing with a 
□umber of Arab leaders the idea of 
setting up Arab brigades which enjoy 
a sophisticated standard of training 
and competence.” be said in the 
interview. 

The King said the force should 
have a “pan-Arab command based on 
the highest levels of training, aima- 
jnent and logistics, because any peace 
messages should be supported with 
might." 

The force would be based on the 
Joint Arab Defence Pact which binds 
all members of the Arab League, the 
.King said, adding that be became 
con v inc ed of the feasibility of the idea 
following the emergency Arab sum- 
mit held in Amman last November. 

•' The King said the proposed pan- 
Arab force should be “ready to step 
in to repulse any aggression that faces 
the Arab Nation m any part of the 
Arab World." 


(Continued from page I) Maan and its Arab citizens, who 
the side of the allies in the First had joined the march for freedom 
World War contributing 100,000 under the standards of the Great 
men and losing 10,000,” the King Arab Revolt, 
said. ” Jordan, he said, will remain 

“But in the peace conference in faithful to the revolt's principles 
Paris the colonial powers went and will' strive to achieve its 
back on their promises and in objectives. 

1920 Britain and France con- “We will continue to work hard 
eluded the Sykes Picot treaty, and with determination to serve 
which divided the Arab World this nation from external dangers 
between them,” the King recal- and threats and in the face of all 
led. “Nevertheless, the Arabs conspiracies. We believe that the 
went on fighting for freedom in Arab World and the Arab Order 
Syria where they fought the great in general are the target of our 
battle of Maisaloun. The leaders enemies in the eastern flank of 
of the Arab areas which fell to the the Arab World where Iraq has 
French and British appealed to been exposed to aggression and 
Sharif Hussein to send them help in the Gulf states where the Arab 
from Hijaz and the Arab leader people have been exposed to. 
responded by sending his own son enemy threats. 

King Abdullah to lead the Arab “The same applies to the west- 
forces against the colonial em front where we continue to 
powers. face Israel along the longest con- 

“It was Maan which served as frontation lines. As the Iraqis are 
the first stop for the late king in confronting the common enemy 
his move northwards to support in the east so are the Palestinians 
his Arab brothers. It was Maan who are now involved in an upris- 
which King Abdullah established mg against the Israeli occupation 
as a base for his military opera- forces. The past six months of 
tions and where he met with uprising resembled a real revolt 
delegations from different parts fo the occupied Arab territories 
of the Arab World welcoming following 20 years of Israeli 
him and entrusting him with the oppression at a time when we 
leadership of their forces.” ' hear so much talk around the 
King Hussein reviewed the world about human rights. 
British and French conspiracies "We will back our Palestinian 
to thwart Arab moves and to people fo their struggle for free- 
force King Abdullah to return to dom and we win never stop sup- 
Hijaz. He said the late king re- porting and helping all Arabs 
mained in Maan for two years who confront danger and face 
before moving on to Amman fo aggression." 

1921 to enthusiastic welcome Attending the iftar were His 

from the Arab people. Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ibn 

Kfog Abdullah, who founded A) Hussein, Prime Minister Zaid 
the Kingdom, succeeded fo sav- Rifai, Royal Court Chief Marwan 
ing East Jordan from colonial AJ Qasem, Court Minister Adnan 
plots and succeeded fo ending the Abu Odeh, Chief Chamberlain 
confusion that had been prevail- Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid and Armed 
fog fo the country at the time and Forces Commander-in-Chief 
united the Arab forces under his Field Marshal Zaid Ibn Shaker as 
leadership, King Hussein said. well as a number of Cabinet 
He said he was grateful to ministers. 


Israel closes Palestinian shops 


(Continued from page 1} 
There were scattered stone- 
throwings and roadblocks 
throughout the West Bank, the 
sources said. 

In the Gaza Strip, the military • 
continued a massive operation to 
change the identity cards of the 
Palestinian population over their 
age of 16. Over 500 residents of 
the neighbourhood of Rimal 
came to receive new cards. 


An army spokesman said 2,000 
residents had received new cards 
thus far. The area was dosed to 
the press Wednesday. 

The left-wing daily AJ Hamish- 
mar issued a scathing editorial of 
the army plan in an editorial 
Wednesday. 

The paper said the army might 
be trying to put pressure on the 
families of young Palestinian pro- 
testers by denying their parents 
the new card. 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is araflable 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


- tJT nf 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MSIHUMffl 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
avaHadfe 

open Daily 12.30-&30pm 

7.30-1L30 pm 

After the Holiday kn hotel 
Towards Sidcfrde . ' 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is amiable 
Taka away available 
Open dailv 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

S. Tel: 661922 y 


To advertise in 
this section 



Call 667171-6 

670141-4 

ext. 223 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


EVERY 

DAY 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


PEOPLE tllHO MEED 


MAINTENANCE 
SERI/ICES ^ 

CALL US! 1 


KM Electrolux I 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 



CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents all over the world 
Tel: 664090.660852 
Tlx: 22206 BESMCO 40 
P.O, Box 92M87 
AMMAN JORDAN 


U.S. satisfied with Chinese, Saudi 
assurances over long-range missiles 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The Reagan adminis- 
tration is satisfied with China’s guarantees that 
medium-range missiles It sold to Saudi Arabia will 
not be fitted with nuclear warheads or resold, a 
senior State Department official said Tuesday. 


Assistant Secretary Richard 
Murphy said the United States 
had talked to the Saudis about 
the need for assurances that the 
3,500- kilometre-range CSS-2 mis- 
siles were non-nuclear but the 
Saudis had so far withheld per- 
mission to inspect the weapons. 

Murphy said the United States 
had had talks with the Chinese 
about the sale of the missiles, 
which be said the Uoited States 
had known of only as nuclear- 
armed weapons in China's 
arsenal. 

He said China had given verbal 
assurances that “they would nev- 
er sell their nuclear warheads to 
any country and that they bad 
sold the conventional warhead on 
the assurance of no first use and 
no transfer from the Saudis." 

Murphy said assurances were 
also given by the Saudis that the 
missiles would not be equipped 
with nuclear or chemical war- 
beads. He said the assurances 
were made both orally and fo a 
letter from Saudi King Fahd to 
President Ronald Reagan. 

The United States is still dis- 
cussing with Saudi Arabia its re- 
quest for access to the missile 
sites, Murphy said. But another 
U.S. official, who asked not to be 
named, said be was doubtful the 
Saudis would change their minds. 


Defence analysts argue that the 
conventional missiles could easily 
be converted for use as nuclear or 
chemical arms. But Murphy told 
a congressional hearing that by 
agreeing last month to sign the 
international nuclear Non-Prolif- 
eration Treaty, Saudi Arabia was 
precluding the missiles' conver- 
sion to nuclear arms. 

Murphy conceded, in response 
to questioning, that U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies had failed to de- 
tect the 1986 deal for the sale of 
the CSS-2 intermediate-range 
missiles. 

Disclosure of the Saudi missile 
purchase has complicated the 
administration's proposal to sell 
to Riyadh U.S. military equip- 
ment and services worth $825 
million. 

About 200 members of the 
House of Representatives and 58 
members of the Senate have pro- 
tested against the sale, citing the 
Chinese missile deal. Congress 
has until May 26 to squelch the 
sale. 

Murphy said the Chinese mis- 
siles being deployed in the Saudi 
desert are not accurate weapons 
and “in our view, they also do not 
improve the security of Saudi 
Arabia, but the Saudis feel dif- 
ferently, particularly in view of 
the threat from Iran." 


Murphy was testifying on be- 
half of (he administration’s prop- 
osal to sell the Saudis a $3 25- 
million package of maintenance 
and training for U.S. -made 
AWACS radar surveillance 
planes. The five planes were sup- 
plied to the Saudis last year under 
a 1981 contract. 

Murphy was also lobbying for 
the sale of 200 Bradley fighting 
vehicles, equipped with anti- tank 
Tow missiles, worth $500 million. 

Murphy said Saudi Arabia had 
warned the United States that if 
Congress rejects the sale, the 
Saudis “will go elsewhere.” He 
noted that when Congress turned 
down the sale of F-15 fighter jets 


to Saudi Arabia in 1985, the 
Saudis signed a $12-bflIion con- 
tract with Britain for Tornado 
fighters. 

“We lost business and influ- 
ence,” Murphy said. 

He said Saudi Arabia uses the 
U.S.-supplied AWACS for aerial 
patrols to protect American naval 
forces against Iranian attacks fo 
the Gulf. The Saudis also allow 
the LTnited States access to their 
ports and air bases, and provide 
F-15 fighter jet protection for 
U.S. AWACS flights over the 
northern pan of the Gulf. 

The two sales before Congress 
“are dearly in the interest of the 
United States," he said. 


‘Pasqua asked ex-hostage 
to call for Chirac vote' 


PARIS (R) — A government 
minister asked former hostage 
Jean -Pa ul Kauffmann to urge the 
public to vote for rightist Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac in Sun- 
day's French election, the satiric- 
al weekly Le Canard Encbaine 
said. 

Interior Minister Charles Pas- 
qua and government negotiator 
Jean -Charles Marchiani made the 
request during the flight home by 
Kauffmann and two other hos- 
tages after three years fo captivity 
fo Lebanon, it said fo its latest 
edition, which appears 
Wednesday. 

Chirac succeeded in freeing 
Kauffmann, Marcel Carton and 
Marcel Fontaine. France's only 


remaining hostages, but critics 
said be had engineered their re- 
lease to boost his election chances 
against Socialist President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 

Mitterrand beat Chirac by 54 
per cent to 46 per cent, the worst 
"election result for the French 
right for 30 years. 

The weekly said Pasqua and 
Marchiani had asked Kauffm ann, 
a 43-year-old journalist, to be 
discreet about the conditions fo 
which the hostages were held. 

Pasqua had been visibly angry 
when Kauffmann started talking 
to fellow journalists on the tar- 
mac of Paris’ military airport of 
Villacoublay moments after his 
arrival, it said. 


Israeli Arab students identify as Palestinians 


AN OVERWHELMING percen- 
tage of Israeli Arab high school 
students fo the triangle village of 
Taibe support the raising of the 
Palestinian flag even inside 
Israel. 

Most of the 220 11th and 12th- 
grade students surveyed also said 
they do not consider themselves 
Israeli Arabs, but Palestinian 
Arabs who are citizens of Israel. 
One third of those surveyed said 
they would rather live in a West 
Bank Palestinian state than fo 
Israel. 

The survey is to be published 
□ext week fo the Arabic periodic- 
al, Academic A/fiurs, published 
by the Circle of Arab Academics 


whose chairman is Dr. Ahmed 
Tibi, a native of Taibe working as 
a surgeon fo Jerusalem. Tibi said 
the survey reflected the “political 
maturity" of Arab students in 
Israel. 

Eighty-four per cent of the 
students surveyed supported the 
raising of the Palestinian flag fo 
Israeli Arab localities because “I 
support this flag." Ten per cent 
opposed this, “because the flag of 
the state is my flag." No opinion 
was expressed by 5.6 per cent. 

Only 4.7 per cent of those 
surveyed defined themselves as 
Israeli Arabs. 57 per cent as 
Palestinian Arab citizens of 
Israel, and 27 per cent simply as 


Palestinian Arabs. Eleven per 
cent gave other definitions, pri- 
marily Muslim Arab. 

Asked where they would prefer 
to live, 32.5 per cent chose a 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza District rather 
than Israel. 60 per cent preferred 
to remain citizens of their native 
■land, and eight per cent express- 
ed no preference. 

On the question of who should 
be Israel's partner in peace nego- 
tiations 89.9 per cent said foe 
PLO, 5.1 per cent said only the 
Arabs of the West Bank and 
Gaza District, 1.9 per cent said 
Jordan and 2.6 per cent said 
Egypt. Other partners were 


named by 1.5 per cent. 

Nearly 76 per cent said foe 
solution to foe Arab- Israeli con- 
flict is a Palestinian state along- 
side Israel, 16.7 per cent sup- 
ported a secular democratic secu- 
lar Palestinian state fo all of 
Mandatory Palestine, and 4.4 per 
cent supported the return of the 
West Bank to Jordan and the 
former Gaza Strip to Egypt. 

Nearly two thuds supported 
organised Arab-Jewish meetings, 
in which Taibe is heavily in- 
volved, 21.5 per cent said the 
meetings are not useful and 
should be discontinued, and 16.6 
per cent had no opinion — The 
Jerusalem Post. 


4 New Destinations 



•Subject to government approval. 










6 Economy 

Interest rate fears send shares tumbling 


LONDON (R) — Share values plunged in Tokyo and 
in London Wednesday on investor fears that interest 
rates may be set to rise around the world. 


Dealers said the mark-down was 
triggered by comments by British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson who said there 
could be a coordinated interest 
rate hike by major nations. 

A coordinated rise by West 
Germany. Japan and other lead- 
ing nations, if U.S. rates are 
raised to dampen American infla- 
tion, "is certainly possible," Law- 
son told the Wail Street journal's 
European edition newspaper in 
an interview. 

Costlier money is bad for 
business, and Lawson's remarks 
sent the Tokyo stock market's 
225-share Nikkei index skidding 
251.20 points, or nearly one per 
cent, to end a busy day at 
27.161.05. 

Loser s led winners two to one 
in Tokyo, the world's biggest 
stock market. 

Shares also closed sharply 
down in Hong Kong where the 
Hang Seng index lost 2S.66 points 
to 2.534.36 points. 

London took the cue and bv 
0932 GMT its FTSE index of 100 


British blue chip stocks was down 
28.8 points or 1.6 per cent to a 
morning low of 1,763.8. 

Bond prices fell. too. Gold 
gained. 

The gold price was fixed for the 
morning in London's bullion mar- 
kets at $449-35 an ounce, up 
$2.70 from Tuesday. Investors 
favour gold when they scent a risk 
of inflation. 

Fears in inflation, and of higher 
interest rates to brake consumer 
spending, have in recent weeks 
begun to weigh on money mar- 
kets which earlier were more 
concerned about the dangers of a 
recession after the "Black Mon- 
day," Oct. 19 stocks crash. 

Meeting in Basie. Switzerland, 
leading central bankers at a 
monthly meeting of the Bank for 
International Settlements were 
said by monetary sources Mon- 
day to be uneasy about inflation. 

Many central banks opened the 
money sluices after the October 
crash, priming their economies 
with extra cash to minimise the 
danger of recession. Now, they 


are concerned that all this money 
could stoke inflation. 

"People now see inflation as a 
possible feature on the scene in 
contrast to the possibility of re- 
cession. which was seen as a 
danger six months ago," one cen- 
tral banker said in Basle. 

The Wall Street Journal quoted 
Britain's Lawson as saying that 
Japan and West Germany had 
held back on increasing their in- 
terest rates before the United 
States does, for fear of weakening 
the dollar. 

The dollar showed little reac- 
tion to his comments, trading in 
Europe just under 1-6775 marks 
and around 124.25 yen, slightly 
weaker than Tuesday. 

If interest rates worldwide are 
set to rise, dealers said there was 
little point in moving money 
either into or out of U.S. doliais. 

But there were good reasons to 
move to bank deposits or other 
short-term instruments from 
stocks and bonds, which tend to 
slump when interest rates rise, 
they said. 

Investors decided that if in- 
terest rates are to rise, current 
yields on bonds — government 
and corporate ious — were too 


low. 

U.S. government bond prices 
traded in Europe fell more than 
25 cents for each S1Q0 face-value 
bond, while British government 
bond prices fell 50 pence for 
every £100 bond. 

The sharp drops boosted 
yields,' basically allowing inves- 
tors to lock in a fixed interest rate 
for less money down. 

In Tokyo, the effective yields 
on the benchmark 1997 govern- 
ment bond jumped to 4.765 per 
cent from 4.625 per cent. 

Hie pound sterling remained in 
demand and traded around 3.16 
marks and $1.8550. 

Ahead of the Wall Street open- 
ing, U.S. stocks traded in London 
slipped. 

“Sentiment was very frail and 
Lawson's comments have des- 
troyed it. The market is a Int 
demoralised,'' one dealer said. 

But the British treasury was 
surprised by the market reaction. 
A spokesman said Lawson spoke 
about a hypothetical situation. 
He did not make a prediction. 

Some European analysts saw 
parallels with last autumn when 
inflation fears prompted a modest 
tightening in monetary policy in 


the United States, West Germany 
and elsewhere in the run-up to 
the crash of ’87. 

"Maybe lightning will strike 
twice in the same place,” said the 
chief currency dealer of a U.S. 
bank in Frankfurt. 

But others said the authorities 
seemed to have (earned from 
mistakes and were showing soli- 
darity in trying to calm markets. 

Frankfurt share dealers blamed 
interest rate fears for a 1.5 per 
cent fall on the Frankfurt bourse. 
But French investors were more 
concerned with the appointment 
of Socialist Michel Rocard as 
France's new prune minister. 

French shares were slightly 
easier but dealers said Rocard's 
centrist position was likely to be 
seen favourably. 

E arly in London's afternoon, 
(he FTSE share index fell below 
1,760 and was down more than 35 
points. 

The index began this month 
just above 1,800 and has not 
closed a trading day below 1,760 
since April 6. 

Bur dealers said trading 
Wednesday was never hectic and 
selling tailed off around mid- 
session. 








NEW YORK (R) — Five major 
Wall Street brokers said Tuesday 
they would no longer use for their 
own accounts a computer- 
directed trading technique widely 
blamed for the October stock 
market crash, joining others in a 
bid to restore investor confi- 
dence. 

The five firms — Salomon Inc. 
Morgan Stanley Group Inc. 
Painewebber Group Inc, General 
Electric's Kidder Peabody and 
Company, and Bear Steams Inc — ■ 
have been the largest New York 
players in programme trading, a 
computer-directed dealing tech- 
nique. 

They announced separately 
they would quit the specialised 
trading for their own accounts but 
continue to do it for customers. 

Presidential, congressional and 
regulatory commissions and 
panels have all laid some blame 
for the crash — and for market 
volatility in general — on prog- 
ramme trading, ’.vhicn is compu- 
ter-driven trading to take advan- 
tage of price differences be- 
tween stocks, stock index futures 
and options. 

Concern over the risks and bad 
publicity had already driven 
Prodential-Bache, Merrill Lynch, 
Shearson Lehman Hutton ' and 
ocher leading brokers out of prog- 
ramme trading. 

This second exodus is by firms 
who derive much of their income 
from their trading operations 
generally and were reluctant to 
give up the profits derived from 
programme trading. 

The earlier wave included 
brokers, whose main business is 
buying and selling slocks to the 


public, whose confidence in the 
market was shaken by the volatile 
price changes blamed on the 
programmes. 

Calling their moves temporary. 
some of the brokers indicated 
they might return to programme 
trading if changes under consid- 
eration by government regulators 
were implemented. 

Salomon predicted small oper- 
ators would move in to pick up 
the business. "Some entity will 
attempt to capture the spread,'* 
Salomon said. 

The ' spread" alludes to the 
money that can be made when 
prices on stock markets diverge 
from the related options and fu- 
tures. The idea of programme 
trading is to buy and sell simul- 
taneously on the different mar- 
kets to lock in a quick profit from 
price discrepancies. 

Critics of programme trading 
argue that the only way to profit 
from such minute price changes is 
to hurl massive amounts of buy 
and sell orders into the markets, 
which lurch higher and lower 
from the burden placed on the 
system. 

This causes even heavier prog- 
ramme trading in a chain reaction 
that can get out of control, critics 
say. 

Schwab attacks 
programme trading 

In Washington, Charles 
Schwab, founder of a leading 
U.S. discount brokerage house, 
believes programme trading 
should be banned from American 
stock exchanges until a way can 



MANILA (R) — Tne Philippine 
senate ended a six-month lull 
with a flurry of tough steps on the 
country's debt Wednesday, prop- 
osing a limit on repayments and 
the repudiation of a controversial 
nuclear plant loan. 

The senate also unaoimouslv 
passed a bill setting up a legisla- 
tive-executive debt commission 
that will monitor the Philippines" 
S30 billion foreign debt and re- 
commend members of the coun- 
try's debt negotiation team. 

Finance Secretary Vicente 
Jayme Tuesday said the Philip- 



pines should beware of imposing 
any ceiling or freeze on repay- 
ments. policies which proved to 
be costly mistakes for Peru and 
Brazil. 

Neptali Gonzales, chairman of 
the senate finance committee, 
and 11 other members of the 
23-member upper house backed a 
bill setting an annual debt service 
ceiling of 15 per cent of total 
foreign exchange receipts of the 
previous year. 

The bill said repayments 
should be restricted to 10 per cent 
of export receipts during the “cri- 


Bahrain shipyard shows profit 


BAHRAIN (R) — A yard whose 
business includes repairing ships 
attacked in the Gulf tanker war 
showed its first profit last year, 
when a record 170 vessels were 
damaged in the waterway. 

But officials at the Arab Ship- 
building and Repair Yard 
(ASRY’) say the raids by Iran and 
Iraq are costing them money. 

"Fewer ships now enter the 
Gulf, they are afraid of attacks. 
Everybody thinks we are making 
a profit because of the war but we 
are not. We could make a bigger 
profit if the war stopped,” 
Ahmad Abdulla, spokesman for 


the Bahrain-based firm, told 
Reuters. 

He said ASRY made a small 
profit in 1987 after nine years of 
failing to break even. 

About 20 per cent of the 46 
ships repaired at the yard last 
year were attacked in or around 
the Gulf by Iran or Iraq, one of 
ASHY'S seven Arab owners. 

Thanks to major jobs on ships 
ripped open by missile attacks or 
mine blasts. ASRY made about 
S22 million in 1987 which officials 
said just exceeded operations 
costs. 


Audi to cut workforce 



be found to regulate it. 

Schwab told the Washington 
Post that a ban on programme 
trading would restore the confi- 
dence of skittish individual inves- 
tors, who feel the practice is 
manipulating the markets. 

"They know there is something 
wrong in how this moves the 
market dramatically.’' Schwab 
was quoted as saying. 

"There is some manipulation 
going on and they're d amn mad 
about it," he said. “They would 
like to have it corrected before 
they come back to the market- 
pi ace." 

Schwab, founder and chairman 
of the major discount stock- 
brokerage firm that bears bis 
name, said the stock index fu- 
tures market, a key factor in 
programme trading, is “out of 
control." 

He said he favoured settlement 
of stock index futures in actual 
shares, and would like to see 
programme trading banned until 
regulations were adopted. 

He suggested raising the mar- 
gin required to trade stock index 
futures contracts, giving margin- 
setting authority to the Federal 
Reserve Board instead of the 
Chicago commodity exchanges 
that run the futures markets. 

He also favours establishing a 
mechanism to better coordinate 
stock and futures market regula- 
tion. 

The aim, he told the Post, 
would be to boost the confidence 
of individual investors by dimi- 
nishing trading volume in stock 
index futures contracts and dam- 
pen speculation in the financial 
markets. 



tical economic recovery period” 
of 198S/92 but gave President 
Corazon Aquino the authority to 
raise the level to 12 per cent if 
economic growth was good. 

An agreement with Manila's 
483 creditor banks restructuring 
$13.2 billion of debt over a 17- 
year period came into effect iast 
December. 

Senate militancy on debt 
appeared to grow with a resolu- 
tion tabled by senator Rense 
Saguisag, who heads a panel in- 
vestigating the $1.2 billion loan 
outstanding on a 600-megawatt, 
$2.2 billion nuclear plant built by 
Wesriugbouse Electric near 
Manila. 

Saguisag's resolution said Man- 
ila was paying out $355,000 a day in 
interest on the nuclear plant loan. 

Aquino, faced with protests 
over the plant’s cost and safety 
after she took power from Ferdinand 
Marcos in February 1986. moth- 
balled the plant and said she 
would try to get the contract with 
Westinghouse rescinded. 

The resolution said “over- 
aggressive, irresponsible bankers 
have come to realise that there is 
such a thing as ‘lender liability'." 
It said Aquino should study the 
need to suspend all payments on 
the loan pending a national con- 
sensus. 


MUNICH, West Germany (AP) 
— Audi A.G.. one of West Ger- 
many's leading car makers, said 
Tuesday it would cut 2,000 jobs 
out of its workforce this year, 
despite record sales in 1987. 

The surprise announcement 
was the latest sign of the sluggish 
sales that have hurt West Ger- 
many's automobile industry over 
the past two years. 

Car exports, particularly for 
high-priced luxury models, have 
slumped over the past two years 
because the strong Deutscfaemark 
makes German cars expensive in 
overseas markets. 

Audi spokesman Ferdinand 
Piech told reporters that most of 
the job cuts would be made 
through attrition, "at least at 
first." 

He said they were pan of a 
wide-ranging cost-saving prog- 
ramme. 

Speaking at the company's 
annual news conference in 
Munich, Piech said the derision 
on whether or not to resort to 
lay-offs would depend largely on 
the overall economy. 

The job cuts would come at the 
company's main assembly plants 
at Icgoistadt and Neckarsuim, in 
southern West Germany, he 
added. 

Audi A.G’s total payroll at the 
end of March was 38,875 em- 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
slide in the value of South Afri- 
ca's currency, the rand, to re- 
cord lows this week has fuelled 
fears that the strain is beginning 
to tell oa the country’s siege 
economy. 

As relatively weak gold prices 
continued to depress export earn- 
ings, the rand hit a record low of 
4.17 to the British pound sterling 
and dropped steeply against the 
Deutschemark and Japan's yen. 

And although the dollar also 
weakened, the rand sank even 
faster against the U.S. currency, 
hitting its lowest level in more 
than one year of 2.23 rand to the 
dollar. 

Economists worry that a weak 
currency will raise South Africa’s 
13.4 per cent inflation rate and 
slam the brakes on its import- 
dependent economy by making 
foreign goods and services more 
expensive. 

“Many traditional signs of a 
genuine economic upswing are 
not showing up.” said Ockie 
Stuart, director of the Bureau for 
Economic Research at Stellen- 
bosch University. 

“This is a worrisome trend 
since it is a situation that is 
symptomatic of a fortress eco- 
nomy,” he said. "It seems realis- 
tic to expect that once again the 
balance of payments will damp 
down economic growth contribut- 


ployees. 

Piech said Audi will attempt to 
contract out the production of 
components more in the coming 
years as a way of slashing produc- 
tion and development costs. 

Piech said 1987 earnings were 
"unsatisfactory.” even though 
they marked an increase over 
1986 income. The company 
earned 120 million marks ($74 
million) in 1987, compared with 
102 million mark ($62.5 million) 
the previous year, he added. 

Among the factors depressing 
earnings were heavy losses in the 
United States, Piech said. 

The company has been forced 
to offer incentives to customers in 
a bid to boost sales following 
reports of accidents that resulted 
from a defect in the transmission 
of the Audi 5000 series, according 
to Piech. 

Nonetheless, Audi’s first-quar- 
ter sales climbed 10.5 per cent, to 
2.86 billion marks, over the first- 
quarter of last year. Piech said. 

He said the increase, coupled 
with the personnel cutbacks, will 
boost profit for the year. 

Earlier this year Porsche A.G., 
maker of the famed German 
sports cars, was forced to 
announce job cutbacks earlier 
this year after posting a 50 per 
cent decrease in sales in the Un- 
ited States in 1987. 


ing to a lowering of living stan- 
dards and further increases in 
unemployment." 

Willie Potgieter, chief foreign 
exchange dealer at Standard 
Bank Ltd, said: "We believe the 
rand is likely to weaken further 
because of South Africa's infla- 
tion problems and balance of 
payment difficulties." 

One key problem is the re- 
latively weak price of gold, which 
accounts for nearly half of South 
Africa's export earnings. Gold 
has traded just around or below 
$450 an ounce since February. 

But some analysts argue that 
the currency should be allowed to 
fall to ease the burden of re- 
paying South Africa’s foreign 
debt. 

A weak currency should help 
South Africa maintain its current 
account balance of payments sur- 
plus, the surplus from which it 
funds its debt repayments. 

It has repaid about $5 billion of 
its original $24 billion foreign 
debt since mid- 1 985 when inter- 
national banks, alarmed by anti- 
apartheid protests and *n insur- 
rection in black townships, re- 
fused to roll over loans to South 
Africa. 

A weak currency gives a coun- 
try’s exports a pricing advantage 
overseas and. by boosting 
prices of foreign-made goods, dis- 
courages purchases of imports. 


U.S. bank raises prime rate 

NEW YORK (R) — Chase Manhattan Bank Wednesday became the 
first big U.S. bank to raise its prime lending rate to 9.0 per cent 
from 83. 

The prime rate, to which mortgage and other consumer rates are 
linked, had been declining from a high of 9.25 per cent in October 
3987 in response to weakening demand for loans after the stock 
market crash that month. 

Bat interest rates in the economy have been nudging higher in 
recent weeks. 


S. African rand cracks 


Jordan, 
Egypt sign 
trade pact 

CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan and 
Egypt signed a trade protocol 
Wednesday setting the annual 
volume of bilateral trade at S 250 
million for the year. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Mohammad 
A1 Saqqaf, who signed the pro- 
tocol for Jordan's side, said the 
goods covered under the agree- 
ment would be exempted from 
customs duty and all other fees in 
eitheT country. 

Saqqaf said the two sides 
agreed on organising a trade fair 
for each country is the capital of 
the other and to allow for direct 
sale to the public from the fairs. 

According to Saqqaf, Jordan 
needs Egyptian rice, cotton, alu- 
minium. ammonia, broad beans 
and fertilisers while Egypt needs 
Jordanian cement, raw materials 
for manufacturing detergents, 
paints, copper, lead, al uminium 
fiouride. glass and rock wool. 

The protocol was signed for 
Egypt by Ministry of Economy 
and Foreign Trade Under Secret- 
ary Adel AJ Jarhi. 

Earlier Wednesday, Saqqaf 
discussed with Egyptian Minister 
of Economy and Foreign Trade 
Yusri Mustafa trade and econo- 
mic relations between the two 
countries and ways to overcome 
obstacles impeding trade ex- 
change between them. 

Linking nati onal grids 

In another field. Jordan and 
Egypt have opecd meetings in 
Cairo to assess a feasibility study 
on linkin g the national grids of 
the two countries. 

Two technical teams from the 
two countris are involved in the 
discussion on the project which 
was prepared by a French tech- 
nical team. 

Tne two teams, which have 
been holding periodic meetings in 
Amman and Cairo, are expected 
to draw up a final report on the 
project later this year before a 
tender can be floated in 1989 for 
contractors to start work on the 
linkage in 1990. 

The project which will take 
three years to complete, will be 
financed by the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment. according to an earlier 
report in the local press. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- . 
ra, said that once the linkage was j 
made the door would be open for 
Saudi Arabia. Syria and Turkey 
to link their grids with the new 
network. 

According to an official from 
the Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) the linkage with Egypt will 
be through a submarine cable 
connecting Aqaba Thermal Pow- 
er Station and a point in Sinai and 
another at Suez in Egypt. 

The official said that the link- 
age was necessary for helping the 
two sides to deal with emergency 
power shortages in their countries 
and to benefit from low-cost pow- 
er. generated in either country at 
any time. 

World airline 
traffic jumps 
13% in quarter 

GENEVA IR) — International 
airline traffic grew by 13 per cent 
in the first quarter, to reach 41.5 
million passengers, the Interna- 
tional Air Transport Association 
(IATA) said Wednesday. 

IATA member airlines carried 
36.5 million international passen- 
gers in the first quarter of 1987, 
and 174 million during all of last 
year, an IATA spokesman said. 

"Traffic growth for this year as 
a whole has got to be between 10 
and 12 per cent." a spokesman 
for the 168-airline association 
told Reuters. 

"But the most growth has been 
in the low fare sector of rhe 
market.” he added. 

IATA Director General Guen- 
ter Eser. welcomed the increase 
but expressed concern that the 
average revenue earned by air- 
lines per international passenger 
was falling. 

“Consumer confidence and 
business demand remains very 
strong." he said in a statement. 

"The only concern we have is 
that yields are falling to the ex- 
tent that the traffic growth is not 
reflected in comparable profit in- 
creases for the industry as a 
whole." 
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AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


Activity on the Amman Financial Market for May 11, 198b. 

Number Volume Contracts 

Regular market: 

Top three companies: 

152213 

JD 198045 

245 

National Steel Industries Co. 
Universal Chemical 

14401 

JD 39998 

26 

Industries Co. 

12000 

JD 17884 

29 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals Co. 

6550 

JD 15884 

37 

ParaBe! market: 

52586 

JD 2617S 

— 

Development bonds: 

532 

5746 

— 

Treasury Mils & bonds: 

— 

— 

— 

Other debentures: 

— 

— 

— 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at middav on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

1.8850/60 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2360/70 

Canadian dollar 


1.6760(70 

Deutschemarks 


1.8805/10 

Dutch guilders 


1.3937/47 

Swiss francs 


35.04/09 

Belgian francs 


5.6920/SO 

French francs 


1249/1250 

Italian lire 


124.20/30 

Japanese ven 


5.8655/85 

Swedish crowns 


6.1440/70 

Norwegian crowns 


6.4325/55 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

449.10/449.60 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The market dosed firm but off its highs as nervous 
buyers retreated in a market lacking direction and interest. The 
Alt Ordinaries Index rose 3.3 to 1,406.5. 

TOKYO — Prices dosed sharply lower after Britain's finance 
minister forecast a possible coordinated increase in world interest • 
rates if the U.S. Federal Reserve raised short-term rates. The 
Nikkei Index fell 251.20, 0.92 per cent, to 27,161.05. 

HONG KONG — Stocks dosed sharply lower following declines 
in Tokyo and news of the British finance minister's comments. 
The Hang Seng Index fell 28.66 to 2.534.36. 

SINGAPORE — Profit-taking and lack of follow-through buying 
depressed share prices in the afternoon in lethargic trading. The I 
Straits Times Industrial Index fell 0.46 to 966.31. j 

BOMBAY — Prices dosed mixed in moderate dealing after a 
two-week rally encountered profit-taking. Tata Steel fell j.25 
rupees to 706.25. 

FRANKFURT — Prices closed lower for the third day as low 
foreign sales and worries about a possible world interest rate rise 
put pressure on an inactive market. The Commerzbank Index, 
calculated at mid-session, fell 23.5 to 1,286.9. 

ZURICH — The market dosed lower in reduced activity before 
Thursday's holiday. The All-Share Swiss Index fell 7.7 to 794.7. 
PARIS — Prices opened the main floor session easier in very quiet 
trading. 

LONDON — Prices stayed sharply lower in late trading but had 
moved slightly above their worst levels of the day. At 1430 GMT 
the FTSE 100 share index was down 36.9 at 1,755.7. 

NEW YORK — Stocks were down sharply in morning trading. • 
Selling followed the British finance minister’s comments on 
possible higher interest rates. The Dow fell 37 to 1.967. 


Poles end major strike 


GDANSK, Poland (R) — Soli- 
darity strikers have suddenly art 
short a nine-day stoppage and 
marched empty-handed out of 
the Lenin shipyard in Gdansk, 
ending the last major strike in 
Poland's latest wave of labour 
unrest. 

The strikers won no agreement 
and no concessions from the au- 
thorities. but they said Tuesday 
night they were leaving with 
heads high to fight another day 
for legalisation of the banned 
Solidarity union. 

Roman Catholic Bishop 
Tadeusz Goclowski told a wel- 
coming mass at a Gdansk church 
that authorities had promised 
there would be no dismissals or 
reprisals after the strike, which 
was ruled illegal by a prosecutor. 

The shipyard strike was the last 
of a two-week series of stoppages 
led by Solidarity that challenged 
the communist government of 
General Wojciech Jaruzelski but 
failed to win decisive backing 
across the country. 

Hundreds of supporters in the 
streets of Gdansk applauded and 
shouted “thank you" as the col- 
umn of about 1,000 strikers mar- 
ched out to the church of St. 
Brygida. headed by Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa behind a 
picture of the Virgin Mary. 

“This time we did not make 
it,” a statement by the Solidarity 
strike committee said. “We are 
not leaving the shipyard in 
triumph. But we are leaving with- 
out heads high... 

“We have not given up our 
fight for solidarity/’ 

Inside the church, an emotion- 
al crowd sang patriotic songs and 
chanted “there is no freedom 


without Solidarity" as five priests 
said mass to welcome the strikers. 

Asked if the derision to leave 
the yard was the toughest of his 
life. Walesa said: "Probably yes. 
but the raosr difficult ones are still 
ahead of me."’ He was hugging 
his wife in an emotional reunion 
at the church gate. 

Sources close to the strikers 
said some of them wept when told 
of the derision to leave the ship- 
yard. where Solidarity was bom 
in 1980, with no concessions from 
the authorities. 

About 600 strikers in the ship- 
yard canteen greeted the news of 
the strike committee's 134) vote, 
with two abstentions, with stun- 
ned silence. Then some of them 
wept, the sources said. 

"They understood it was the 
only solution because the author- 
ities didn’t want tc give them 
anything. Getting anything less 
than recognition of Solidarity 
would not have been enough for 
them," the sources added. 

The strikers occupied the yard 
on May 2 demanding pay rises to 
compensate for price increases 
imposed by the government, rec- 
ognition of Solidarity, freedom 
for alleged political prisoners and 
re-hiring of workers dismissed for 
political activities. 

A similar strike at the Stalowa 
Wola steel mill in southeast Po- 
land collapsed on April 30 after 
authorities granted pay demands. 

The Gdansk strikers were 
blockaded by police but repe- 
atedly rejected pay rises and con- 
cessions offered by Interior 
Minister Czeslaw ^Kiszczak. 
saying recognition of Solidarity 
was a pre-condition for any solu- 
tion. 



Cinema 


PcTtontumcrt 


• o ■c Tel: 075^7.1 

NlfOUM CINEMA « Formerly Opera »» 


SPRING BREAK 


3 JO. 5; 15. K J5. HUS 


Cinema 

PLAZA 

Tel: 67742(T 



SQUEEZE 


PLAY 


, J-20- 5:15. S.45. 10:45 
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i £IEW 3TOJ^{AP) Tbe Detroit Pistons won their lltlx straight 
- g° ^ ^ne and bdd Michael Jordan in check Tuesday night. 

^^^7. scored 18’ of ins 23 pointsin. the first half and 
.■.Detroit held Jordan to seven. points in the opening 24 minutes en 
rotrte toa 93-82 victory in the opener of their Eastern Conference 
THa ySff S eries. ' ^ 

v Jbnfan fejisiKd with 29 points, 16 nntfer his playoff average, 
snapping his streak of consecutive games with .30 or more at eight 
.-In the other opening game, in the Western Conference, it was 
.Denver 126. DaflasllS. 

■ night, Utah tied ns series wftb Los Angeles, beating 

tte defending Natkraal BasketbaB Association (NBA) champions 
rlOt-97. ....... - 

- On Wedncsday night, the ocher Eastern Conference series begins, 
with Atlanta at Boston. 

T he Pis tons, who allowed only 78 points in the fifth game of their 
st-roundseries against Washington, held Jordan 10-for-7 shooting 
in.the fixst hatt. .^^ 5 • 

Jackson named notie of the year 

Meanwhile, Mark Jackson, who set an NBA record for assists by a 
rookie and helped lead the New Yoxk Knicks to their, first playoff 
appearance mice 1984, was named the leagued rookie of the year 


BBS HOROSCOPE 

From flie Carroll Righter Insftute 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MAY 12, 1988 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may feel e bit tired thin morning, 
but this feeling will soon pare and 
you will Bird somevery interesting 
op p ort un ities to put.a clever new 
idea into action. You can progra m 
quickly by using your imagination. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) If 
your mate is in a bad humor, keep 
silent and use patience to avoid a 
tiff. This La a good time to catch up 
on your reading or writing. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Even if you are very eager for some 
recreation, don't get into something 
which is too. costly. Avoid people 
who like to spread gossip. 

GEMINI (M«y 21 to Jane 21) 
Much care In driving will be 
necessary today, especially cm the 
highway. Make sure you use the 
right words on the telephone. - 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Try to 1 m mare efficient in 
. your daily activities. You may not 
like the ideas of a fellow worker, but 
don't say imythhig negative. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang, 21) You may 
be tempted to make a' spiteful 
remark, but keep your temper and 
stay out of trouble. Use more than 
usual care while driving. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to SepL 22) 
Don't make any radical changes in 


your daily routines this morning 
dear up any credit matters you 
have been putting off lately. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Con- 
ditions at home may not be par- 
ticulariy pleasant, but you can easi- 
ly find a way to solve this problem. 
This evening should be a barmy one. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Be 
aura yon solve any business prob- 
lems befare you go oat fen- a good 
time with your mends. Don’t take 
any risks this evening 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Don’t get into an argument over 
a trip you've been planning . Go out 
with some of your best mends far 
a happy night on the town. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20} 
Yon may be aiaaoua to gain more 
assets, but you'll need more 
preparation before you act. Finish 
any tasks you have left undone. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Some information you need can be 
gathered from a dose friend, but 
don't be forceful or rude. Don't get 
into any new recreations just now. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A 
public matter has been difficult to 
solve for soma time, but, with a lit- 
tle patience, you can easily achieve 
the desired results now. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 13, 1988 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Remember that Friday the thir* 
teeuth is only bad luck if you make 
it so. Get together with some cbeer> 
fuL nptJmSttSe friends and enjoy 
seme frivolous . entertainment. 
Avoid ergumeute at all costs. . 

- ARIES War.21 lb Apr. 19) You 
could make aoipe interesting and. 
profitable discoveries by catching 
up on your earrespoadepce. Take 
your mate out on the town tonight. 

’ TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Pay some overdue visits to friends 
and relatives who may be leafing a 
bit depre ss e d .- Business interests . 
can be quite successful today. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If 
you need some information to help 
improve your finances, consult only 
qualified experts. Some special 
thought tor your mate is needed. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Follow the directions of a . 
superior carefully, and pay nodal 
attention, to detmla. - Don t let 
anyone get your dander up. today. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug 21)' If you 
have soma special entertainment (n 
mind, be sure it is not too expen- 
sivB. lt is extremely important that 
you take no risks while driving 

VIRGO (Aim. 22 to Sept. 22) Get 
to work co making your name more 


comfortable, and then invite some 
guests uUomghL Don’t aDow any 
arguments to start there. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You 
will have an opportunity to go out 
with friends. It would be wise to ac- 
cept this invitation, as yon could 
makBSOme valuable acquaintances. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) If 
you handle your work with en- 
thusiasm md confidence, a superior 
wiH be moat impressed. Take it easy 
tonight; and get plenty of rest. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) This is a day for new ex- 
periences, so go oat with your mat* 
for scans unusual activities or just 
tty a new restaurant tonight 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Stay mound only positive- thinking, 
cheerful persona, and avoid on ac- 
quaintance who Is bothersome- Do 
something special for your mate. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
It is important that you find a way 
to get out of that rut you've been 
in read improve your mood. Your 
good friends can cheer you up. 

PISCES (Feb. 26 to Mar. 20) You 
will have an opportunity to 
drastically increase your income, so 
keep your eyes open. listen to the 
ideas of a successful friend. 


Board to go ahead with 
Budd eligibility probe 

LONDON (AP) — A panel probing the eligibility of Zola Budd to 
ran for Britain will report to die national track federation this month 
despite Budd’s decision to step away from the sport and return to 
South Africa, an official said Wednesday. 

Ewan Murray, chairman of the British Amateur Athletics Board 
(BAAB), said that the three-member commission had placed its 
inquiry “on hold” but still planned to issue its findings May 21. 

The panel never had a chance to question Budd in its probe to 
determine whether die should be suspended for at least 12 months 
for violating the spirit of international rules barring contact with her 
racially divided homeland, Murray said. 

The announcement came a day after the 2l-year-old Budd, citing 
“nervous exhaustion,” flew bade to her family home in Bloemfon- 
tein. She said die was uncertain about ever running again. 

Budd’s abrupt departure sparked a flood of editorials and columns 
in Britain’s national newspapers Wednesday, with the publication 
that helped bring her here four years ago saying it felt “desperately 
sony” for the two-time world cross-country champion. 

“She ran like a gazelle,” the tabloid Daily Mail said. “But they 
have brought her down with the moral righteousness of big-game 
hunters destroying a rogue elephant.... 

“Her only wish was to run. She has been crushed by those who 
cannot crush South Africa. An act of vengeance as pitiless as it is 
pusillanimous; getting at the strong by taking it out on the weak.” 

The Daily Mail itself was attacked in another paper's editorial. 

“Ever since a popular newspaper, a shaky foundation for good 
causes, unwisely decided to exploit her talents more than four years 
ago. Miss Budd has been on an ill-sirred course,” the Daily 
Telegraph, with tbe largest circulation among the “quality" papers, 
said. 

“The sages among us will wag thier heads and declare that she 
should have known better,” the Telegraph said. “At 17? Did we all 
know better then?” 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harrlf 





“It’s a letter from the government! 
Starting May 1st, sunshine will 
cost 500 an hour and rain will 
cost 250 an hour!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
by Henri Arnold end Bob Lee 


Unscramble ttwee tour Jumbies, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 



IMREC 


•asss—- 

■HL1 

ROFYT 

ii 



•mm 



NYLKID 


GINCHA 


Print answer here: 


WHEN THEY SAVE 
6RANPFA THAT 
NEW CLOCK, HE 
WAS THIS. 

L 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbies; GUILE PLATT KENNEL IMPACT 
Answer What a wrinkle Is— THE “NICK" OF TIME 


1 N 5 TEAP 0 FEAT 1 N 6 
ALONE, WHY PON T 
YOU COME ANP 
JOIN THE FAMILY 
■ T 0 NI 6 HT? V 




WHATATH 006 HTFUL 
, 6 UE 5 T..A BOTTLE 
V OF ROOT BEER! 




A REVOLVING 
FISH BCWL ? 



Andy Capp 



South Korean dissidents 
urge North-South cooperation 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — A group of leading South Korean 
dissidents urged the presidents of Smith and North Korea Wednes- 
day to “immediately resume negotiations” to bring the two sides 
together in tbe Seoul Olympics in September. 

“We believe tbe 24th Olympiad affords the brethren in the South 
and North a chance to meet without political burdens,” said an open 
letter by 34 dissidents from religious, academic, literary, journalistic 
and women’s circles. 

North Korea has said it will boycott the games unless it is made a 
co-host. In earlier talks among tbe two Koreans and tbe International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), North Korea was told it could stage a 
few of the events, but it has asked for more. 


North Korean President Kim II Sung, would be sent via Panmunjon, 
the village through which tbe two Koreans make contact. There was 
no immediate comment from tbe South Korean government. 

The letter did not take up specific Olympic issues, such as co-hosts 
or a joint South-North team for the games. 

Tbe letter added that both Koreas would be able to take part in the 
games if the two sides entered talks and made concessions. 



GOREN BRIDGE 




BY CHARLES OOREN 
ANO OMAR SHARIF 

L 1007 Trtbun# UM 1 I Sonera. Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 TA93 -;KJ873 *J632 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 7‘ 1 * ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Had you held a fourth heart, 
your hand would have qualified for 
a limit raise of partner’s suit (by 
whatev er methods you use). Howev- 
er, with only three-card support we 
think you are good enough only to 
raise to two hearts, because a trump 
lead would reduce tbe effectiveness 
of your hand considerably. You are 
far too weak for two diamonds. 

Q.2~ Both vulnerable, as Souch you 
hold: 

4872 7KQJ93 vA9 4K84 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Soalfa West North East 

1 7 Pass 1 4 Pass 

1 NT Pass 2 4 Pass 

; 

What action do you take? 

A.— Don’t insult partner either by 
persisting in no trump— he has 
shown an unbalanced hand. For the 
moment you should choose a suit, 
and you shouldn't pass even though 
partner’s two club bid is not forc- 
ing. You owe him preference to his 
first suit. Bid two spades. 

Q-3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4J8 7KQ7 : AQ952 4K104 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * 1 4 2 4 ? 

What do you bid now ? 

A.— -You have tbe best hand- at the 
table, and your partner has made a 
vulnerable over call. We don't know 
what the opponents are bidding on, 
but you should trust your vulnerable 


partner. With a stopper in the ene- 
my suit, jump to three no trump. If 
hts hand is unbalanced, he can cor- 
rect to four spades. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

48 ? AKQ92 'AKJ103 494 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
tbe bidding with one spade. What 
action do you take? 

A. — You have a very good hand, 
but two-suited hands are not easily 
shown if you stan with a takeout 
double. Bid two hearts, with tbe in- 
tention of showing your second suit 
when the bidding gets back to you. 
A takeout double will just invite 
preemption from the opponents. 

Q S — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

483 ?J976 CAJ942 493 

Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

14 DU 2 4 ? 

Wh at action do you take? 

A.— You have enough to compete, 
so it is simply a question of which 
suit you should bid. If your side 
does have the values for game, it is 
more likely to be in the major than 
in the minor. Therefore, bid two 
hearts. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K1083 OAJ83 4K9652 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ? DM Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You certainly wan i to be in 
game,' and perhapr in sbun if part- 
ner has the right cards. The first or- 
der of business is to advise partner 
of your aspirations, and the way to 
do that is to cue-bid two hearts. 


Tulasne upsets Becker 
in Italian tennis match 

ROME (Agencies) — Thierry Tulasne of France, 
ranked 67th in the world,, stunned third-seeded 
Boris Becker of West Germany 6-4, 7-6 (7-1) 
Tuesday in a first-round match of the Italian Open 
Tennis Championships. 

Top-seeded Ivan Lendl eased past Jaro Navratil of Czechoslovakia 
6-2, 6-4 in his debut in the $825,000 clay-court tournament. 

Lendl, tbe world's top-ranked player who took off two months 
earlier this year with a foot injury, was never seriously challenged by 
Navratil, No. 123 in the world. Tbe match lasted 78 minutes. 

But No. 4 Yannich Noah of France struggled to down Eduardo 
Bengoechea of Argentina 6-1, 4-6, 64. 

The hottest player on the tour.-American teenager Andre Agassi, 
came from behind to beat Italy’S Claudio Pistolesi 4-6, 64, 6-2. 

In one of the most star-studded days in the 45-year history of the 
Italian Open, many of the biggest names in men's tennis played 
first-round matches at the Foro Itaiico. 

Seeds advancing with straight-set victories including No. 6 Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador, No. 7 Anders Jarryd of Sweden, No. 14 
Guillermo Perez-Roldan of Argentina and No. 16 Arrow Krickstein 
of the United States. 

No. 13 Mikael Pernfors and No. 10 Joakim Nystrom, both of 
Sweden, were ousted. Tomas Smid of Czechoslovakia beat Pernfors, 
a former NCAA singles champion at Georgia. 6-3, 6-1. Pedro 
Rebolledo of Chile downed Nystrom 7-6, 6-3. 

Tulasne pulled off the first major surprise of the tournament by 
outplaying Becker in one hour, 45 minutes on Center Court. 

Becker, who excels on fast surfaces, showed why he has never won 
a major clay-court tournamenL He rushed his shots, appeared unsure 
when to attack or stay back and committed more than twice as many 
unforced errors as Tulasne. 

Tulasne broke Becker's serve three times in the first set and served 
out tbe set in the 10th game with an overhead. 

Tbe Frenchman led 5-3 in the second set, but Becker broke for 5-5 
-to set np the tiebreaker. Becker made six unforced errors in the 
tiebreaker as Tulasne prevailed 7-1. 

“I knew 1 had a chance because Becker is not at his best on day,” 
said the 24-year-old Tulasne. “I had to keep him away from the net 
and play deep and haid. That bothered him.” 

Becker, a two-time Wimbledon champion ranked No. 6 in the 
world, said he came apart after leading 3-1 in the first set. 

“I lost my timing and rhythym,” be said. “My serve and volley 
kept me in tbe match but on clay that's not good enough- On day, 
you have to be able to hit the ball five, six or seven times a rally.” 

Becker, who captured the WCT tournament and Indian Wells 
event this year on hard surfaces, said he may scale back on day- court 
tournaments. 

“It's always on tbe back of my mind: Here I am on day again, what 
must 1 do?” he said. 

Noah barely prevailed over Bengoechea, the man who upset him in 
Rome 1st year in a match that ended well past midnight. 

Tbe Argentine led 4-3 in the final set before Noah broke serve for a 
54 advantage and served out the match in the next game. On tbe first 
match point, he followed his serve to net and put away a forehand 
volley. 

One of the most-eageriy awaited matches of the day was Agassi’s 
duel with Pistolesi. Fans packed the concrete stands and stood 
three-rows deep around the side court to cheer on the Italian against 
the new American star. 

Graf returns with crushing victory 

In West Berlin, Steffi Graf returned to tournament tennis in 
stunning form Tuesday and routed France's Julie Halard 6-0, 6-1 in 
the second round of the West German Women’s Championships. 

The world number one, in action after a four-week break and 
defending the title die won here last year, took the first 12 games 
then relaxed and allowed her opponent to escape a whitewash. 

“Her game is for too fast," Halard, ranked 51st in tbe world, said 
after her 44-minute defeat. 

“I played a little and even tried out a few things that went wrong,” 
Graf commented. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


FULL LARDER 
by OBve Don 

ACROSS 

1 “Pfcnle" author 
6 Pur 
9 Scorch 
IS Akte: obbr. 

17 Eastern princes 
IB ntagnkl or 
Omasa 

IB Rad pigment 
2D Bargate a ira n l 

21 “Zorfia KM 
Greek” ■ dress 

22 Sorfslt 

23 ExBa Isle 

24 Houston In n 

■m ake r 

25 Spiny teste d 
pLnt 

26 Foolish 

27 Pretsndsd 
disdain 

29 Promising 

30 — refief 


DOWN 

1 Adult insect 

2 Palms 

3 Cosby posi ti o n 

4 est psrctpT 

6 M endicant 

8 Cooking pots 

7 Hit herd 
B Record 

B State joke 

10 Sperten soil 

11 Surprise attack 

12 Bring up 

13 Typo ot Hu 

14 Tunicate 

15 Winter hazard 

16 Concise 

17 On — arflh 
teas! to) 

24 Trial 
2B Portal 
30 Strip 


Edited by Herb Ettenson 


31 Rtga natives 

33 CongoniteSy 
attached 

34 Dsspot 

36 City on the 
Rhine 

37 Strong emotion 


financier 
41 Unearths 
43 Dense log 
4B Period of youth- 
ful in ex perience 
GO Useful ones 

52 CthnMng plant 

53 M - 

54 Eng. dramatist 
68 Component 

58 Meager 
SB Lucky ones 
02 Ptes 

84 Alas, natives 


35 Sward 
38 Cold Alpine 
wind 

34 Copycat 


40 Author Paten 

41 Color 

42 Cylinders 
44 Location 

46 Where Honotalu 
te 

48 MBUa ry group 

47 Qhns poor re- 
views to 

48 Adage 

48 C ath edral part 
51 Wood strip 
55 Enrich in 
making 
67 Poi source 
80 Asner and Arnes 


66 Epee user 
88 On lend 
71 Bog 

75 Diner's request 
77 Doctrines 

82 Spirit 

83 Co n struc tion 

beam 

86 Feudal tent 
88 — Bator 
88 Strength 
81 Cteysy eoB 
83 Fyngge retton 
88 te e te c o re 
tsOc 

88 Wrinkted 
IN Consumed 
181 Govt, br an ches 
IN Skip 
104 Cancel 
IN Navy construc- 
tion man 


81 Oxkftze 
63 Hindu garb 

66 Support 

67 Burden 

66 Oversight 

70 Confides 

71 Web 

72 Hodgepodge 

73 Tooed 

74 Freshly 
78 Writ of 

execution 

78 Dolt 

79 Succulent plan! 
90 Mountain take 

81 Soma 

84 Thai money 
« Newts 

67 Give to Bums 

80 Cranes and 
storks 

82 Fates direction 


109 Hurls 
111 Godda 


Dtagnatess 19 i U. hy Franca Burton 


ACROSS 

1 Pacino and Hfrt 
4 Ancient lath 


fi Sheep's cry 
8 So. painter 
B Mulodte, phrase 
la Job 

11 Stephan 
Vincent - 

12 Of a time 

13 Set 

15 Common chap 


DOWN 

1 Without escort 

2 Tiers 

3 Declaring 
5 Officer's 

com mi ssi on 
8 Made known 

7 From a d i stance 

8 Rfie 

10 Lose one's cool 

11 Cow 

13 Edfirie pod 

14 Cup handles 

15 Air. antelope 


18 Well done! 
21 Tangled 
23 Lubricated 
25 Rnch 
28 SatoMBdl 
27 Plants of a 

aSSS™ 

30 Mala eMM 

31 Nourtahea 

32 Give 
35 Station 


18 Racing length 
17 Yucca Ida 

16 Drip's cousin 

19 Youth go. 

20 No longer work- 
ing: nubr. 

22 Old- riffle sate 
24 Lawyer* lor 
short 
28 Muslnl 

33 Pood scrap 

34 Tiny 

36 Guido's note 


38 Challenge 

40 Wife of Jacob 

41 Palter stakes 
43 Brer witness 
48 Severe 

50 Prior ta prof. 

53 Portions 

58 Dragged 
57 CMWtes 

59 Proapero’a 
servant 

60 Clean the board 


37 D om e s ti c 


38 Horae food 
42 Boxes 

44 Ranee’s 
garments 

45 Stag 

46 Hagg ard 
WH 

47 Weight 
deducted 

48 Gusto 

48 Taka a break 


112 Granular snow 
116 Highest social 
class 

118 Arrow p otee n 

120 Virago 

121 Harbors 

122 He loved Rose 

123 Ruminate 

124 Provoke 

125 Work on copy 

126 HedH- juniper 

127 Expel 

128 KUns 
128 Trust 

130 North Sea 
leader 
181 Up 
132 Summer 
coder* 


84 Ptaaoce layers 
95 Disconsolate 

87 Exc e pt i o n al: 
afabr. 

88 Takes for 
gu nli d 

102 Portable breath- 
teg devices 
1M Perturbs 
105 Rret-rate 
108 Lyric poem 
107 — fool! 

100 Brown — 

110 hi reserve 

111 Pleasant refiet 

113 Expunge 

114 S laa v a teaa 
garments 

115 tela denbans 
117 Piquant 

119 Cougar 

120 Portico 


61 Root nnotahloi 

83 Nervous — 

84 Dtasachsa 
68 Stronghold 

63 Cohesive gro u p 
68 Js By and agg 

70 Com meal 
bread 

71 Author WWtaNi 

72 Norm: obbr. 

73 Coffee’s rival 

74 Comp. pL 


51 — Tin Tin 

52 Serarakf 

54 Moray 

55 Stafione to 
friends 

57 Hit a golf 
ball 

SB Alcohol 

61 Spoil 

82 The Roiling — 

65 Adam’s 
grandson 

67 Pond p lan t s 


mi mmmm mawt aaaiii 

!■■■■ HIM mmuu JMBM 

!■■■■ JR MR MUM «■■■ 

puaa ana inniiMi 
□■■■ aaa aaaaa aaaaa 
a aaaa aaaa aaaa I 
aaaaa aaaaaa aaaaaaa 
BflBBBflaflB aaaaa aaaai 
aaaa aaaaa aaaa aaal 
iaaaaaa aaaaa aaBaag 
a aaaaaa aaaaaa 9 

aaaaaa aaaaa aaaaaaa 
aaaa aaaa aaaaa aaaa 
aaaaa aaaaa aaaaaBBBB 
HBBBBaa aaaaaa bbbbbI 

a HBBB HBBB HBBB- I 

smu mu Hisum 

HBBBBBBiBBfl HHIBB UBflBE 
IHBBBB HBBB HBBB UBBBj 
HBBB HBBB HBBB HBBB 
HBBB HBBB HBBB HBBB 


Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. While yearning fo sefauss down steep mountainside. wi« neophyte 
slock lo skiing more gentle terrain. 

2. We love beautiful autumn weather that hills us into believing winter 
might not be too lough for us. 

3. Why Is It always that the better tbe product, (he stupider the radio 
commercial will be? 

4. Aa anonymous moose nibbled daily iu our larder. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. ARF GVZVFLVI IVZBPFRLBFP MBZ FBWVCH 
YVQL XC1 MXAV RZ R CRFIABGY, RZ MV MRI 
LX QRH R WXBF LX VFLVG BL —By Gordon MUtor 

2. TXEY DOX I A X D KRKX: TRGPERKRG, DERVIR 

ORDEVIIR PAR PLOY XO RE 1 R ORPLOY PAR 
D E V II R. —By Lots H. Jones 

3.0BYIIM QXRAO KRZKAB TXYYDTTWXA 

ysnddn qb windvstormz csyrwrv iydsm 

OBCK1IMT. —By Ed Haddtesoa 

4. HUJY JUX U CL NCLUYLX HJUYN UC IB 
UKKUST KAT JSAB CUYLTN. —By Earl Irriaod 
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Danish premier 
resigns but set 
for new coalition 

COPENHAGEN (R) — Denmark’s Conservative 
Prime Minister Pol Schlueter resigned Wednesday 
following an indecisive general election, but seemed 
set to return at the head of a strongly pro-NATO 
centre-right coalition. 


Schhieter handed what he called 
a “temporary resignation" to 
Queen Margarethe. 

His minority coalition govern- 
ment held on to its share of 70 
seats in the 179-seat parliament in 
Tuesay's election but still fell 
short of a majority. 

Leaders of the eight parties 
returned to parliament will now 
hold talks to seek a basis for 
political co-operation. Most of 
them axe then widely expected to 
ask Schlueter to head negotia- 
tions for a new coalition govern- 
ment. 

“It is important that we avoid 
another crisis within a few 
months and that we create the 
basis for a parliament that can 
work for a full four-year term,” 
Schlueter told reporters. 

The centre-right four-party 
government called the election 
after defeat on an oppositon 
move to tigthen a ban of ships 
bringing nuclear weapons into 
Danish ports. 

Schlueter said this threatened 
Denmark's membership of the 
NATO alliance. Britain and the 
LAnted States refuse in principle 
to say whether their vessels are 
nud ear-armed. 

The right-wing Progress Party, 
camp aigning on an anti-tax, anti- 
immigrant platform, was the big- 
gest gainer in die election, while 


opposition anti-nuclear socialists 
lost seats. 

Defence Minister Berat Johan 
Collet told reporters: “The vote 
demonstrates a significant shift 
from left to right in support of 
pro-NATO parties.” 

But Schlueter acknowledged 
that NATO supporters night be 
disappointed by the failure of the 
four government parties to in- 
crease their overall parliament 
mandat e. 

“It could have gone much bet- 
ter yesterday, but it could have 
been much worse — even though 
the decision was not so clear as I 
would have liked,” he said. 

Denmark, strategically impor- 
tant because it controls the mouth 
of the Baltic Sea and the 
approaches to neighbouring Nor- 
way, was often been criticised in 
NATO circles for spending too 
litde on defence and dissenting 
from joint decisions. 

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Tborvald Stoltenberg said: “It is 
unfortunate that the Danish elec- 
tion failed to clear up the par- 
liamentary tituatioin.” 

The Danish crown streng- 
thened on foreign exchange mar- 
kets and prices on Denmark’s 
important bond market rose after 
the election result was 
announced. 


Doubts cast on authenticity 
of Colombo- JVP peace pact 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
authorities Wednesday checked 
the signatures on a peace agree- 
ment with an outlawed Marxist 
Sinhalese group after doubts over 
their authenticity. 

Newspapers reported receiving 
telephone calls from purported 
leaders of the group, the Janatha 
Vhnukttri Peramuna (JVP: peo- 
ple’s liberation front), saying they 
were not a party to the agree- 
ment. 

National Security Minister 
Lalith Athulathmudali, who 
announced the pact Tuesday, told 
reporters a government expert 
was checking the signatures of 
JVP leader Rohana Wijeweera 
and General Secretary Upatissa 
Gamanayake, which appear on 
the peace document. 

The agreement lifted a ban on 
the JVP, a political party com- 
prising youths from Sri Lanka's 
majority Sinhalese community, 
which was outlawed in 1983 for 
alleged involvement in riots 
against minority Tamils. 


The group has also carried out 
violent protests against an accord 
signed with India aimed at ending 
a Tamil separatist rebellion in Sri 
Lanka. 

Hie state-run Daily News said 
a telephone caller who declined 
to identity himself rang its 
Sinhalese-langnage sister-paper. 
The Dinamina. to discount the 
agreement 

The independent island news-, 
paper said a caller claiming to be 
Gamanayake had telephoned the 
group’s Sinhalese newspaper the 
Divzrina, saying the JVP had not 
entered into any agreement with 
the government. 

Athulathmudali said the signa- 
tures, of the JVP leaders bad been 
vouched for by Krishna Chandra- 
sui Senanayake, who represented 
the group in secret peace talks 
with the government 

Senanayake had been asked to 
provide a tape-recording of Wi- 
jeweera confirming be was a par- 
ty to the agreement, the minister 
said. 



TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION 


TENDER NOTICE NO. 3/88 
SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION 

OF 

DIGITAL SWITCHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Telecommunications Corporation of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan (TCC) announces Tender No. TCC 3/88 
(Supp/y and Installation of Digital Switching Equipments) 
as part of the Implementation Programme of the “Five 
Year Development Plan" to expand the Telephone Net- 
work in Jordan. 

The project includes: 

— Implementation of new large and small digital switch- 
ing nodes including a combined National & Internation- 
al Switching Centre. 

— Expansion and modification of the existing switching 
network. 

— Supply and Installation of power systems, air-con- 
ditioning and fire alarm equipments. 

— Supply and Installation of stand by siesel generators. 

Specialised companies are hereby invited to submit their 
bids in accordance with the Terms, Stipulations and 
Technical Specifications contained in the Bidding Docu- 
ments. 

Bidders are requested to submit in addition to bid price a 
financing proposal to finance the cost of the subsequent 
contract to be awarded. 

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office of the 
Secretary of Tender Committee, Telecommunications 
Corporation, P.O. Box (1689, Amman, Jordan) as of May 
14, 1 988 against a payment of a non-refundable fee of five 
hundred Jordanian Dinars (JD 500). 

Bids, accompanied by a Bid Security, are to be submitted 
in English to the office of the Secretary of Tender 
Committee not later than 12:00 noon local time on 
Wednesday, Aug. 31, 1988. 

Director General 

Eng. Mohammad Shahid Ismail 


Police besiege Golden Temple 


AMRITSAR, India (Agencies) 
Indian paramilitaiy police fonght 
a dawn gun battle Wednesday 
with Sikh separatists barricaded 
inside the Golden temple killing 
at least one person and wounding 
three. 

Police said a youth was shot 
dead as be carried water to gun- 
men pinned down since Monday 
by police firing -from rooftops 
overlooking the vast temple com- 
plex, the Sikhs’ holiest shrine. 

A news photographer said he 
saw three other people including 
a woman fell to police bullets 
during two hours of heavy firing 
but police could not say whether 
they were dead or wounded. 

About 3,000 police, some 
armed with sniper rifles and night 
sights, have sealed off the temple 
complex with its maze of small 
rooms and pillars, and damped a 
curfew on the walled city of 


Amritsar. 

About 100 gunmen have been 
inside the complex without food or 
water for two days in the searing 
north Indian summer heat Police 
said they induded some of the 
country’s most wanted separat- 
ists. The gunmen are fighting for 
an independent Sikh homeland in 
the northern state of Punjab. 

Nearly 900 people have been 
killed in separatist-related vio- 
lence since January compared 
with 1,228 in all of last year. 

Punjab police chief K.P.S. Gill 
would not reveal his strategy for 
dislodging the gunmen but police 
sources said they bad no plans to 
storm the temple as the army did 
in Jane 1984. 

A curfew in effet since Monday 
to keep people off the streets 
during the shooting was lifted 
Wednesday in most parts of 
Amritsar’s old, walled sector but 


remained in force within 200 
metres of the Golden Temple, 
police said. 

Police seek does 
to blast 

In New Delhi, an awning 
stretched across the entrance of 
the bomb-shattered Citibank 
office as police continued inves- 
tigations Wedneday of the blast 
that killed one person and injured 
14. 

There has been no claim of 
responsibility for Tuesday’s 
bombing at the U.S.-owned bank 
and police refused to comment on 
wether they had any suspects. 

Two men injured in the bomb- 
ing were in serious condition 
Wednesday, bnt the other 12 
injured people have been re- 
leased after undergoing treat- 
ment at hospitals, doctors said. 


Dukakis 
edges closer 
to nomination 

CHARLESTON, West Virginia 
(R) — Michael Dukakis has 
swept two more primaries on 
his Democratic presidential 
nomination march amid new 
signs that Democrats who de- 
fected to President Reagan in 
1984 may return to the party in 
the November election. 

As expected, the Mas- 
sachusetts governor won land- 
slide victories over his remain- 
ing rival, black dvil rights lead- 
<er Jesse Jackson, in West Virgi- 
nia and Nebraska Tuesday. 

He swept West Virginia with 
79 per cent of the vote to 
Jackson’s 13 per cent. In Neb- 
raska, D nk«ki« beat him 65 to 
24 per cent. 

With those wins, Dukakis 
was three-fourths of the way 
towards the 2,081 delegates - 
needed to win the nomination 
at the party convention starting 
July 18. 

Polling interviews with vo- 
ters from Tuesday’s primaries 
suggested 25 pa- cent of Demo- 
crats who voted for R«Mgan 
four years ago would now vote 
for Dukakis over Vice Presi- 
dent George Bosh, the certain 
Republican nominee, hi (he 
November election. 

“Tills is another major step 
to the nomination,” Dukakis 
told a New York news confer- 
ence after Us Tuesday wins. 
Bush also won easily in both 
states. Bush has no active com- 
petition. 

Dukakis said Us goal now 
was to wrap up the nomination 
by whining huge primaries in 
California and New Jersey 
Jane 7. 


106 Philippine army 
mutineers convicted 


MANILA (R) — A Philippine 
military court has convicted 106 
soldiers who took part in a failed 
coup attempt to restore deposed 
ruler Ferdinand Marcos to power 
and sentenced their leaders to 12 
years* hard labour. 

The military announced the de- 
cision Wednesday as 5,000 Mar- 
cos supporters, chanting his name 
and demanding his return from 
exile in Hawaii, marched to Cora- 
zon Aquino’s tightly guarded 
presidential palace. 

The convictions, winch came 
Tuesday night after a marathon 
court martial, were the largest 
number handed down by the 
militar y in connection with five 
army revolts Aquino has faced in 
her two years in -power. 

The charges arose from the 


mutineers’ 60-hour occupation of 
a private Manila televirion station 
in January, 1987, and attacks on 
two air bases near the capital that 
left one soldier dead and 16 
wounded. 

Only one of 108 soldiers 
charged with mutiny, absence 
without leave, illegal possession 
of firearms and conduct prejudi- 
cial to mititflr y disci pi me was ac- 
quitted of all the charges, military 
spokesman Colonel Angel 
Mayoralgo said. 

Another accused soldier 
escaped during the trial and his 
case remains pending, he said. 

Revolt leader Colonel Oscar 
Ganla* and 39 others were found 
guilty of mutiny and received 
sentences ranging from six to 12 
years of hard labour. 


Kanak militant front warns 
Mitterrand of more trouble 


NOUMEA, New Caledonia (R) 
— Melanesian Kanak separatists 
warned President Francois Mit- 
terrand Wednesday of more trou- 
ble in the French territory of New 
Caledonia unless a military pre- 
sence there was reduced. 

The main indigenous group 
opposed to continued French rule 
of the South Pacific island chain 
sAid it had called for a two-day 
“grace period” from unrest in 
which 28 people have died. 

The grace period was to give 
newly re-elected socialist Mitter- 
rand time to form his government 
and address the New Caledonia 
issue. 

But the Kanak Socialist 
National Liberation Front 


(FLNKS) told reporters it could 
not be responsible for what might 
happen afterwards if the Paris 
government did not withdraw 
some of the thousands of addi- 
tional 8,000 security forces flown 
into the territory recently. 

The FLNKS said its warning 
was in response to a 48-hour 
deadline given by soldiers and 
paramil i ta r y gendarmes on the 
small atoll of Ouvea, east of tire 
territory's main island, for six 
men wanted for separatist vio- 
lence to surrender. 

Hie deadline expired Tuesday 
at midnight but it was not clear 
what was supposed to happen 
after that. 


Study says animal fats may lower cholesterol 


Gorbachev: Reform will 
continue despite ‘turmoil’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Stearic add 
in beef and other animal fats 
appears to be able to lower blood 
cholesterol in humans, which 
could lead to a margarine that 
tastes more like butter, according 
to the New England Journal of 
Medicine. 

“The food industry would sure- 
ly be interested to know that 
margarines high in stearic add 
may be as efficadous in diets to 
lower cholesterol as are margar- 
ines rich in Hnoleic add, and may 
even taste more like butter than 
the margarines currently avail- 
able,” an editorial accompanying 
the report in the May 12 issue of 
the journal said. 

The report and the editorial 
both cautioned, however, that 
the study should not be inter- 
preted as countering current re- 
commendations by bealth author- 
ities that people limit the amount 
of fat in their diets to prevent the 
buildup of cholesterol, which has 
been linked to heart disease. 


“We agree with the authors 
that moderation should still be 
practised in the consumption of 
common fats high in stearic add, 
such as beef andd cocoa butter,” 
the editorial said. 

“This study should not change 
our chief dietary message to the 
American public,” the editorial 
conduded. 

The study, by Dr. Andrea 
Bononome and Dr. Scott Grundy 
of the Texas Southwestern 
Medical Centre in Dallas, com- 
pared blood cholesterol levels in 
test subjects who were put on 
liquid diets high in one of three 
forms of fatty adds — stearic 
add, palmitric add (from palm 
oil) and oleic add (from safflower 
oil). 

Each of the 11 male subjects 
was put on each of the diets for 
three weeks, winch the study said 
was long enough to produce the 
desired readings in blood 
cholesterol levels. 


“We conclude that stearic add 
appears to be as effective as oleic 
add in lowering plasma cholester- 
ol levels when either replaces 
palmitic add in the diet,” the 
report said. 

“The development of fats hav- 
ing stearic add instead of other 
saturated fatty adds may allow a 
wider choice of foods in diets 
designed to decrease plasma 
cholesterol levels,” the report 
said. 

“For example, maigarines and 
shortenings high in stearic add 
would provide texture in foods 
(as saturated fats do), without 
raising plasma cholesterol 
levels.” 

The study did not specifically 
address the mechanisms of bow 
the adds affect cholesterol levels. 

“More investigations will be 
required to determine with cer- 
tainty why stearic add did not 
raise cholesterol levels,” the re- 
port said. 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev says his 
ambitions reform programme has 
brought turmoil even at the high- 
est Soviet level but he expressed 
determination to press ahead 
with change. 

In a speech to leading news- 
paper editors last Saturday, Gor- 
bachev said not all party mem- 
bers were ready to accept his 
“perestroika” restructuring prog- 
ramme. 

“We have revealed a real tur- 
moil in the minds of many people 
— workers, intelligentsia and 
leading cadres, not only below 
but at the top,” be declared. The 
text of his address was issued by 
TASS news agency Tuesday. 

Analysts said the Soviet leader 
was referring to reported dis- 
agreements over the pace of re- 
form in the Communist Party’s 
ruling politburo, in particular to a 
rumoured rift between Him and 
Kremlin ideology chief Yegor 
Ligachev. 

Soviet sources earlier quoted 
people present at the meeting as 
saying that Gorbachev had 
attempted to dispel rumours by 
gesturing towards Ligachev and 
saying: “We all have a great deal 
to do together yet.” 

In his speech, Gorbachev made 
dear he would make no conces- 
sions to opponents of his policies. 
Bnt in a dear bid for rapproche- 
ment, he said he disagreed with 
press reports branding them as 
enemies. 

It was more a question, he said, 
of people being confused or 
panicking at the prospect of 
radical changes in their lives. 

‘‘But I would not immediately 
categorise the panickers as irres- 


ponsible people or opposed to 
perestroika,” he said. 

Zn recent weeks, an open de- 
bate in the Soviet press has pitted 
backers of the reforms against 
more conservative elements. 
Some letters and articles express- 
ed concern that Gorbachev might 
be ousted. 

Gorbachev called on the Soviet 
media to work as an “instrument 
of perestroika.” 

The mass media, be said, bad 
great responsibilities and “must, 
like the rest of sodety, be kept in 
tune.” 

“We are all children of our 
time,” he said. “We conceived 
perestroika, but we also embody 
many of the things which hold it 
back. Revealing this, comrades, 
is a very important task for the 
media.” 

Referring to next month's par- 
ty conference, Gorbachev con- 
firmed he would press for a 
reshaping of the party structure 
in line with his drive to curb 
bureaucracy and make officials 
more accountable. 

“We must think again about 
the structure of the party appar- 
atus,” he said. “We are thinking 
of introducing a series of prospos- 
als on this account.” 

He urged party organisations 
to use support for perestroika as 
their main criterion in selecting 
delegates for the conference, the 
first of its kind since 1941. 

“There’s not going to be any of 
the quota system we had in the 
past — so many workers and 
peasants, so many women, and so 
on,” he said. “The main political 
aim is to choose for the confer- 
ence the most active supporters 
of perestroika.” 



WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Najibullah to attend special U.N. session 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Afghan President Najibullah is 
among more than 20 heads of state or government due to address 
a special General Assembly session next month devoted to 
disarmament, the U.N. said Tuesday. It will be his first visit to the 
United Nations. He is listed to address the assembly June 7, three 
weeks after the start of the scheduled Soviet troop pullout from 
his country under the U.N. -sponsored Geneva accords signed last 
month. Other heads of state scheduled to speak at the disarma- 
ment session. May 31-June 25, are the presidents of Argentina, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Gambia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakis- 
tan, Paraguay, Portugal and Zimbabwe, and the vice-president of 
Cuba. Among prime ministers listed to address the assembly are 
those of Finland, Greece, Iceland, India, Israel, Japan, Lesotho, 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, 
and Turkey. 

Locksmith on Sumgait riots trial 

MOSCOW (R) — A locksmith "went on trial in the Azerbaijan 
city of Sumgait Wednesday;, the first of more than 80 people" who 
wffl face the courts in connection with ethnic riots in the dry in 
February, Pravda said. The Communist Party daily said T. 
Ismailov, who was bom in 1967 and works at foe local pipe and 
tube {riant, was charged with intentional homicide under the 
aggravating circumstances of hooliganism and taking part in mass 
dtsardcTS. He faces eight to 15 years in prison or the death penalty, 
if found guilty on the first charge and two to 15 years in prison on 
the second. From his name, Ismailov appears to be an Azerbai- 
jani. 

Tribal rebels kill 2 in Bangladesh 

DHAKA pi) — Separatist tribal rebels shot dead two members 
of a family and wounded another in southern Bangladesh 
Tuesday, officials said. They said gunmen from the outlawed 
Sbanti Bairini (Peace Force) riddled Hashem Ali and his 
15-year-old daughter, Zarina Khatun, with bullets as they were 
guarding rice fields from attacks by wild boars. Khatun’s mother, . 
Jahanara Begum, was badly wounded in the attack in the heavily 
forested village of Malingapara in the Chittagong hill tracts. The 
latest attack raised to 52 the number of Bengali-speaking settlers 
killed by the rebels in three weeks, according to official figures. 
The Sbantis, made up mostly of Chakma tribesmen, took up arms 
in 1973 after the government rejected their demand for autonomy 
for the 14,200- square kilometre hill tracts bordering India and 
Burma. 

Von Weizsaecker ready for another term 

FRANKFURT (AP) — Richard von Weizsaecker said Tuesday 
he is ready to run for another five-year term as president. Von 
Weizsaecker is expected to win the election easily when federal 
and state lawmakers make their choice a year from now. The 
president said it was still too early for a final derision, but added: 
“From today’s standpoint I am happily ready to continue 
dedicating myself to my duties” beyond the current five-year 
term. 


Starstruck Reagans raise laughs , reflections in Europe 


By Marcus Etiason 
Toe Associated Press 


LONDON — The tale of the 
starstruck Reagan White House 
splashed across the front pages 
of European newspapers this 
week, drawing jokes and jibes 
along the way, and even came 
up on the floor of Britain’s 
House of Commons. 

“I come under Libra, which 
is a very balanced sign," de- 
clared Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher when asked by a light- 
hearted fellow Conservative 
lawmaker whether she planned 
to move an astrologer into her 
No. 10 Downing St. residence. 

Thatcher, 62, was bom Oct. 
13, under Libra, the sign of the 
scales. 

The disclosure by former 
White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Regan about the role 
the Zodiac played in the 
Reagan White House are giving 
Europe’s cartoonists, punsters 
and humourists a lot of fun. 

“Advice on Star Wars from 
the. stars themselves,” head- 
lined West Germany's Frank- 
furt Rundschau newspaper. 
“The star-spangled planner,” 
sniped London's Independent. 


Le Monde, France's most 
prestigious paper, ran a cartoon 
in which an astrologer is asked: 
“How come you didn’t predict 
Regan's book?” 

The issue of kiss-and-tell 
books by former government 
workers — or “spit-and-telL,” 
as London’s Guardian put it — 
doesn’t exercise many Euro- 
peans. Many governments bind 
employees to lifetime oaths of 
confidence that make such re- ' 
velations difficult. 

European record 

However, one family that has 
suffered the scourge is Britain’s 
royals. The family also imposes 
oaths of confidence, andin 1983 
it resorted to the unpre- 
cedented tactic of suing a for- 
mer Buckingham Palace kitch- 
en worker and the tabloid Sun, 
which was serialising his 
memoirs. The Sun settled out 
of court arid scrapped the 
series. 

Britain's royals aren't known 
to see astrologists, although 
there was unconfirmed gossip 
two years ago about Prince 
Charles consulting an Ouija 
board. But in 1956, Queen 
Juliana of The Netherlands 


caused a political storm when it 
emerged that she consulted a 
faith healer about her daughter, 
Princess Christina, who had se- 
rious eye trouble. 

The healer, the late Greet 
Hofmans, was accused of help- 
ing steer Juliana away from 
supporting NATO and into 
pacifism. 

One famous British furor 
broke over the posthumous 
1975 publication of cabinet 
minister Richard Crossman’s 
memoirs, a candid account of 
life in Prune Minister Harold 
Wilson's government. Govern- 
ment attempts to suppress pub- 
lication failed. 

Lord Moran, the late Win- 
ston Churchill’s doctor for 25 
years, triggered a storm in 1966 
by publishing a diary of the 
World War H leader’s illnesses, 
which had been kept secret. 
Moran was accused of violating 
medical ethics. 

More recently, Thatcher has 
fought a prolonged battle to 
stop former secret service 
agents from publishing 
memoirs, most notably Peter 
Wrights’ “Spy catcher.” It’s 
banned in Britain but available 


abroad. 

But if any British politicians 
are consulting the stars, no kiss- 
and-tell memoirs have surfaced 
to confirm it. 

In Greece, on the other 
hand, many Greek politicians 
are known to check their career 
prospects with astrologers, 
mediums and readers of coffee 
cup dregs, usually sending 
wives or daughters to ask the 
questions. 

*T understand what Nancy 
Reagan was doing... my wife 
does the same thing, but taking 
an opinion from an astrologer is 
one thing and basing decision- 
making on him or her is quite 
another,” said a Greek parlia- 
mentarian who declined to be 
.named. 

A 50-year veteran medium 
who goes by the name of For- 
toula claims to have been con- 
sulted in her basement apart- 
ment near the parliament in 
Athens by “several prime 
ministers and I don’t know how 
many cabinet ministers” from 
Greece, Egypt and Lebanon 
during her 50-year career. 

“Why not? politicians in gov- 
ernment need the advice of all 


sorts of people,” she said. 

West Germany’s Bild news- 
paper quoted Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher as 
saying he reads the horoscopes 
daily but doesn’t believe in 
them. 

“It is interesting to learn 
what I supposedly face day bv 
day," he said. 

Defence Minister M anfr ed 
Woemer was quoted as saying: 
“Astrology is very interesting, 
but personally I would rather 
place my fate in the hands of 
our loving God.” 

Dutch astrologer Jacques 
Chandu said he frequently 
advises politicians on party 
matters, but declined to name 
names. He said Mrs. Reagan 
had given his trade a boost. 

But S. Schouten of Utrechr 
University’s parapsychology 
department said he doubted 
astrology played a role in dutch 
politics. 

London's left-of-centre 
Guardian said it was glad 
“there is one date that not even 
Mrs. Reagan’s astrologers can 
postpone. The date of the next 
presidential election.” 


Hole cat in house to 
hospitalise ailing man 

AMITY HARBOR, New York 
(AP) — Rescue workers had to 
cut a hole in the bedroom wall of 
a house to extract a 450-kUogrtun- 
me man who had to be hospital- 
ised for acute bronchitis, officials 
said. John Fumerty, 45 was taken 
to Brunswick hospital with the 
aid of a highway department 
truck equipped with a hydraulic 
lift, said a spokesman for Suffolk 
County pohee. Police responded 
to a call of a man having difficulty 
breathing at 10 p.m. Monday, 
Rescue workers decided he would 
have to be hospitalised. Fumerty 
would not fit through the bed- 
room doorway, so workers cut a 
hole in an outside wall and up to a 
dozen men lifted him out of the 
house on a gurney, Yovino said. 
He was then put on the truck f 
using the lift, and taken to thq 
hospital, where he was in stable 
condition Tuesday,” the officer 
said. 

China’s consumers 
irked by false 
advertising 

PEKING (R) — China's consum- 
ers, only recently introduced to 
advertising, are falling victim to 
wild claims, the official China 
Daily said Wednesday. The news- 
paper quoted the Legal News as 
saying that makers of a “mice 
Jailer” claimed their product was 
an “effective ultrasonic device 
that kills all mice in its range in 
three to five days.” It was no 
more than a few pieces of scrap 
metal, the publications said. A 
customer in the eastern province 
of Jiangsu was quoted as com- 
plaining about a “frilly automatic 
and highly effective near-sighted- 
ness therapeutic instrument” that 
did not live up to its claim . 
Advertising, unheard of in China 
10 years ago, has grown into an 
industry with more than 700 
agencies and annual profits of 
more than one billion yuan (S270 
million). 

Beer legalised after 
73-year ban In 
Iceland 

REYKJAVIK (AP) — Alcoholic 
beer became legal in Iceland 
Tuesday after 73 years of prohibi- 
tion, and will go on sale from 
March 1, 1989. The upper house 
of the Althing (parliament) de- 
bated into the night before pas- 
sing a bill legalising beer with 
alcoholic content above 2.5 per 
cent. The vote was 13-8. The 
lower house approved it 23-17 
April 18, with two members ab- 
sent. Tuesday’s vote climaxed a 
year of debate that split the Ice- 
land’s 243,000 inhabitants into 
rival camps, one side arguing that 
the law was archaic and riddled 
with loopholes and the other 
claiming legalised beer would in- 
crease alcoholism. In 1908, Ice- 
landers approved by referendum 
a ban on all alcoholic beverages. 
The law took effect Jan. 1, 1915. 

Woman dies after 27 
years in coma 

LYON. France (R) — A woman 
died Monday at the age of 30 
after spending 27 years of her life 
in a coma, hospital officials said. 
They said Patricia Dalloz-Furet 
went into a coma in 1961 after 
undergoing a minor operation at 
the age of three in a hospital near 
this southeastern city. She never 
recovered consciousness. 

‘Electronic viruses’ 
threaten programmes 


DALLAS (AP) — An insidious 
malady creeping onto disks of 
personal and business computers 
is wreaking havoc with program- 
mes and creating a new conser- 
vatism among computer users. 
So-called “electronic viruses'* are 
actually small computer program- 
mes. usually developed by mis- 
chievous “hackers" to attack toft- 
ware in mainframes and personal 
computers. Effects of the new 
epidemic have made some com- 
puter users sick with frustration. 
Users who don’t know where 
their software has been the past 
several months may have reason 
to worry about its "health. “You 
mean I can catch something from 
that thing?” quipped J.D. Bettes, 
a crime prevention officer of the 
Garland police department, 
which uses an electronic “bulletin 
board" to give out information. 

j “Do I hare to wear rubber things 

1 on my fingertips?” Electronic 
bugs have been known for years 
in computer technology. The 
most benign viruses simply blank 
out screens for a moment, then 
flash messages such as, "gotcha." 
But more destructive forms can 
create system failure or even de- 
lete important computer fifes 
from memory. Viruses enter 
through exchanged software and 
may remain undetected until they 
strike. And the bugs can repro- 
duce. 
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